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PREFACE

TheUnveiling,thebookyouareabouttoreadisaworkthatfocuseson

singles'choicesinmarriage.Somanysinglesexperiencemis-matchin

destiny,somebecauseofgreed,misplacedpriorities,choicebysight,

prideandothers,famewhichinturnruintheirfuturesandessenceof

living(purpose).Regretshavebeentheproductofsuchdecisionsand

norecordofahappyendhasbeenrecordedofsuchmarriages.

Thisbookhasbeenwrittentospeciallyaddressthatareainsingles'lives.

ItisawarningandguidetosingleswhodesirethewillofGodin

marriage.

Igottheinspirationtowritethisbook,first,intheyear2017butcould

notcontinueduetosomeunavoidablesituations.Also,thechallengeof

beingastudent,anemployeeandawriterisquitedemanding.

Finally,thisyear,2019,throughthetutelageandsupportoftheHoly

Spirititbecameacompleteandsuccessfulwork.

-TAYOOLABOWALE
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FOREWORD

SinceIhaveknownFeyitayomiOlabowale,Ihavealwaysfoundhertobevery

inspirationalandchallenging.Ihavebeenprivilegedtoseehowshehasbeen

usedbyGodthroughherwritingsandprogramsonrelationships,love,purpose

andspiritualgrowth.Soulshavebeenliberated,brokenheartshavebeenrepaired

throughherworksandwalkintheLord,sheisaservantofGod.Pleasepay

attentiontothemessagethatGodhasgiventohertoshare.Openyourheartas

youreadandyouwillbeamazedbecauseyoureyesofunderstandingwillbe

opened.

FeyitayomiisoneofGod'sservantswhoissoundingalarmaboutrelationships,

love,andpurposetotheworldandIthankGodforhercouragedespitethe

opposition,andpersecutionsthatsurroundspeakingthetruthinthisgeneration.

Inthisbook,Iamconfidentyouwillnotjustreadastorybutastorythatwill

teachyouBiblicaltruth.ReadwhatFeyitayomihastosay,compareittowhatis

revealedinGod’sWord.Then,bereadytoactindoingyourparttoreacha

worldthatChristdiedtosave.

-EMMANUELAKINDOYIN,PRAYERPERSONEL-

PRAYERFRIENDSNETWORK(PFN)
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FEWCOMMENTSFROMREADERS...

"Thisstoryisaneyeopener,atsomepointIbegantoprayinadvance.

Thedevilwillnotstopyoufromgatheringallthefireandstrengthasa

singlebuthewillwaitatacornertomisleadyouwhenchoosingalife

partner.IprayformoreofGod’swisdominyourlifeSisterT."

-Temiloluwa

"IwastouchedreadingthestoryandIlearntalotfromit.Wejustneed

toleanonGodanytimewewanttomakeadecision.Godblessyou

Tayo,mayyounotfailindestiny!"

-Abimbola

"Ilearntthatobedienceiskey!GodhadmercyonOrebutattheendshe

lostallshe'dlabourfor.Godknowsbestforus,Ihavelearnttorely

totallyonGod.GodblessyouMissTayo,thisstoryisdeep!Continueto

connecttothatsourceoflife."

-Ifeoluwa
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

WithagratefulheartIsayaverybigthankyoutotheHolySpirit,myeverfaithfuland
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Ialsoappreciatemyadorableparentsfortheircareandsupport.

AverybigthankyoutoGeorgePromise,whomadetheinnerdesignpossible;thankyoufor

supportingmetirelessly,yourcommitmentandsupporttothesuccessofthisbookissucha
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training.Itwasindeedhelpful!
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Chapter1

"Call:Holdsomebody;tellhim/herthatyoulovehim/her,

Response:Iloveyou!

Call:PutyourhandstogetherandpraisetheLord."

"ThatwasthesongthehostsangatthesingleseventIattended.Thesitting

arrangementwasnicebutforashypersonlikemeitwasheartbreaking,facinga

guyIdonotknowfromAdamwhokeptstaringatmeeveryseconds,Ifeltreally

shysingingthatsongwhilehegazedatme.However,Imanagedtoendureittill

theendoftheprogramme.

Fewminutesaftertheprogramme,asIwasabouttotakemyleave,Iheardavoice

behindme"Helloblackbeauty!Howdoyoudo?Iturnedtoseewhowastalkingto

meanditwasthesameguyIsharedthetablewith...Ohmy!Myheartskipped!!!I

smiledandreturnedthegreetings."Hmm!whatabeautifulsmileyou'vegot!

anyways,IamToluwaniDamijoandIthinkitwouldbenicewebecomefriendsor

whatdoyouthink?"Ismiledandsaid"IamOreoluwaDavis,noproblemyouare

mostwelcome".

Wechattedforawhile,exchangedcontactsandpartedways.

Orecontinued,
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"Gettingbacktothehousewasreallyhectic;thetrafficwasheavysomuchthatI

gotstuckinthebusIboardedonforhours.Ifinallygothomeafterthelongday

andhadacoolbath.Ithenrelaxedtohavemybodysystemscomebacktonormal,

foodwasn'tintheagenda,IhadlostmyappetitesoIdidnotbothertogotothe

Kitchenthatnight.

Ihadn'trestedforfifteenminuteswhenmyphonebeeped.Icheckedthecaller,

guesswho?ItwasToluwani".

"Sowhatdidhesay?"Grace,Oreoluwa'sbestieofalltimeasked,shecallsher"My

Bestie"becauseshe'saverygoodfriendofOreoluwa.Graceisagoodlistenerbut

whenOre'sgistwasgettingmuch,shehadtoaskherhowthewholethingwentto

savetime.

"HejustcalledtoknowifIgothomesafe"!

"That'sfine,canwegotothekitchennow?I'mfamishedasIspeak!"Gracereplied

rubbingherbellywithherpalms.

Gracecanbeboringanyway,Orewasyettotellherwhathermainintentionwas

butGracewasn'tin.However,OrepressedandGracefinallygaveherattention.

"Idroppedthecall,andtriedtofigureoutwhathewants,coulditbethathewants

tobemyfriendor...?"
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"OrwhatOre?Ihopeit'snotwhatI'mthinking?"Gracesnapped..

Ithinkhe'stheone....!

"You'llnotceasetoamazeme,IthoughtyouheardGodtellyouitwasMicheal?

Nowit'sTolu?Amanyoumetfewweeksago?Graceaskedinannoyance.

"IhadbetternotstartwiththisprophetessGrace,shewillcomeupwith"Godsaid"

nownotmindinghowIfeel.Idon'tevenknowwhyItoldheraboutMicheal"Ore

muttered.

"It'sallrightdear,canwegototheKitchennow?"OrepleadedwithGracejustso,

shecouldendthediscussion.

GraceheadedstraighttotheKitchenleavingnoresponse.

Ore,isaloverofGodwhofindsworkingpassionatelyforGod,pleasurable.

Apartfrombeingateenageteacheratchurch,she'sayouthcounsellor.She

ministerstoyouthsthroughconferences,seminarsandtalkshowsbutherjob

seemedtobegettingthebestpartofher,againstherwish.Hertightschedulesin

thepastyearmadeherausuallatecomertochurch.

Orewasn'tpleasedwiththewholethingandsince,it'sthefirstSundayofanew

year,Orethoughtofbeginningthenewyearonafreshpage.Shemadeadecision

toalwaysgotochurchearlyregardlessofwhateverherweeklyscheduleslooked
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like.

Aftershehadhermorningdevotions,shehurriedlytookahotbathandthoughtof

whattoweartochurch.

"IwouldhavelovedtowearanativeattirebutGraceisnotheretotiemygele

(headgear).IfIdon'tmakeachoicenow,IdoubtI'dmakeitearlytochurch."Ore

saidtoherselflookingcuriousandsearchingherwardrobeforwhattowear.

Afterthelongsearchforanoutfitofherchoice,shefinallyworeanashcoloured

blazzer,awhiteinnandbabypinkcolouredskirt.Shefoldedherclothesand

arrangedthemneatlyinthewardrobe.

Shethenwore,apairofblackhighheeledsandalsandcarriedoneofherfavorite

blackbags.Then,offtochurch,shewent.

"StandinghereforlonghourstogetataxiorbusisnotsomethingIreallyenjoy,

itismyprayerthatGodblessesmewithanewbeautifulcarthisyear,atleastthat

wouldhelpmynewyearresolutionofmakingitearlytochurch."

Orethought,afterwaitingforabout35minutesatthebusstop.

"Ogba!Ogba!!!"Thebusconductorcalledout,

ShehurriedlyhoppedintothebusandthankedGodformakingherplansofgetting

tochurchearlyareality,againstallodds.
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(AFTERCHURCHSERVICE)

"Hello!SisterOre!HappySundayo."Judith,oneoftheyouthsgreetedOre.

"Sisterly!Sametoyouma.HappyNewyear!"Oregrinned.

"Itrustyouenjoyedtheservicetodaybecauseminewasreallygloriousand

blissful!IhadabeautifultimeinGod'spresencetoday"Judithsaid.

"ItwasawesomeSis.Thepraiseandworshipsessionwasintense!Itpaystobean

anointedworshipperinaworldwhereemotionalworshippersaretakingthelead,I

wasusheredintoGod'spresenceandIwishitcontinued."Orerepliedsmilingwith

herhandsfolded.

"YesSis,IthankGodforourspiritfilledchoirhere.MaytheLordcontinueto

strengthenthem."

"Amen!IthoughtIhadhaditalluntilPastorFunshomountedthepulpit,today's

messagewasreallypowerful.!"Orereplied.

"SeekersofHisglory".Judithcontinued,"SisterOre,Ifeltasthoughhewas

talkingtomeparticularlybutIhavelearntthatthewordofGodisquick,powerful

andsharperthananytwo-edgedsword,itpiercesdeepevenuntothedividingofthe

soulandspiritandofthejointandmarrow,andadiscernedofthoughtsandintents

oftheheart.Iwaselated,indeedwestillhavecarriersofGod'spresence."
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JudithandOrewereblessedindeed.Whiletheyexchangedpleasantrieswithother

membersofthechurch,Oregotacallfromherpastor;he'dcalltoseeher.

(Inhisoffice)

"Howareyou,Oreoluwa?"PastorJohnaskedwhilehedroppedtheteacuphewas

carryingearlier.

"I'mfinesir,howisthefamilytoo?"Orereplied,asshetappedherlegsnervously.

"WearedoingwellbyHisgrace.So,Ilearntthatyoutoldthemarriagecommittee

tokeepyourcourtshipapprovalwithBroMichaelpending.Ihopealliswell?"

"Ermm(Shestuttered)Yessir,It'sjustthatIamnotconvictedtogowithhim

again."

Orereplied,pickingherfingers.

"Youmeanyouarenotconvictedagainafteralltheprayersandconfirmations?Is

everythingallright?"PastorJohnwasamazed.

"Yessir,Ineedsometimetothinkaboutit.IguessI'mabouttomakealifetime

mistake."Oresnapped.

PastorJohnexclaimed“OhIsee!Areyouseeingsomeoneelse?Orisitsomething

wecantalkabout?
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Ore,nowbecominguncomfortable"Nosir,BroMichaelisconfusedIthink."

"Wow,Okay..."

PastorJohnwasinterruptedbyaknockonthedoor,"Who'sthere?Pleasecomein.

Afairskinned,tallmannamed"Michael"walkedin."Goodafternoonsir.You

calledforme.

"YesIdid,pleasetakeyourseat."PastorJohnbeckonedonhimtosit.

"Whatisthemeaningofallthese?WhatisPastorJohnuptonowforGod'ssake?"

Orethought.ShelookedawaytryingnottohaveaneyecontactwithMichael.

"GoodafternoonSisterOre,howareyou?Michealasked.

"I'mfine!"Orerepliedsharply.ShewasabouttolookuptoPastorJohnwhenher

phonerang....
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Chapter2

"Mybossiscalling,permitmetotakethiscallsir"OresaidtoPastorJohn.

"Pleasedo"

"I'lltakemyleavenowsir"Orestood upandadjustedherbag.

"Hmm!It'sallrightOre,takecareofyourself.I'llcallyou."PastorJohnpromised.

"Thankyousir,goodnight"SheturnedtoMicheal"GoodnightBroMichael"

"I'mtryingtoimaginewhatwouldbeonhismindbutdoIcare?Ihavefounda

manbetterthanhimandI'mgladthatIhaven'tsaidyestohimanyway."Ore

thought.

"Sir,Idon'tunderstandSisterOreanymore"

"CalmdownBroMichael,letuskeepprayingforher,Idon'tunderstandhereither,

Ithinkshe'sdealingwithmuchpresently.Everythingwillbefine."PastorJohn

encouragedhim.

"Allrightsir."Michaelreplied,worried.

"Micheal,isayoungmanwithapromisingfuture,agraduateofMedicalSciences

fromaprestigiousprivateuniversityhereinNigeria,he'sspiritfilled,welltodo

andgotallawomanwouldwantinaman.
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WhyOresuddenlychangedhermindiswhatIdon'tunderstand,Lordkeepthis

poorgirlfrommakingamistakeshe'dlivetoregret"Gracethoughttoherselfafter

receivingacallfromMichael."Ineedtotalksensesintoherheadwhennextwe

meet."

****

"Guy,theladyImetofrecentiscute,Imeansupercute!"

"BroTolu,Tellmemoreplease!"Paul,Tolu'sbrotherrespondedlaughing

sheepishly.Heisthelastbornofthehouse.

Tolu,althoughreserved,helikestosharehisthoughtswithPaulduetothefactthat

he'smatureandintelligent.

"She'smygamenow,IjustprayIwinherover."Tolusaidcheekily

Paulnowlookingserious"You'veprayedaboutit?"

"Paul,Ihaven'tbutIlovethisladyandshedoestoo.!"

"Hmm!Allrightsir."

Tolusmiledandpattedhisshoulder."PastorPaul,expectmywomantoday.I'dbe

bringingheroverfordinner!"

"WOOOOW!likeseriously?Paulexclaimed!"You'vetoldmumaboutit?"Paul
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wassurprised.

"No!Iwanttogiveherasurprise!"Toluwhispered.

"Allrightthen!Deal!"

"Blessyoubro,letmegofreshenupbeforeIgopickmyqueen!"

Paullaughed"HAA!BrotherTolu."

****

"Ihaven'theardfromTolusincemorning,hepromisedtocallbuthehasn't."Ore

saidasshelaidonasofainherlivingroom.

Buyinganairtimefromone'sbankcanbetimedemanding,Orehadtriedbuyinga

callcreditfromherbankearlierbutthenetworkwaspoor.Shewenttoher

neighbour'sshoptobuy.

"HiShade!Pleasegiveme,MTN#500naira"

"AuntyOre,quiteanage!Doyoustillliveinthisarea?"Shade,thedaughterof

Ore'sneighborasked.

Oresmiled"Ofcoursemydear,it'sjustthat,I'vebeenbusythesedays!"

"Eeyah,allrightma,youarelookingfreshtodayo."



THEUNVEILLING

19

"Ihearyouo(Iheardyou),thanksmydear"Orereplied.

"Ilearntyouwouldbeatthe'Inspire'conferencenextweek,Icannotwaittoattend

too!"ShadesaidwhileshehandedOrethecallvoucher.

"Yesmydear,noproblem.Youcancomealongwithme."Orereplied.

Shadebeamedwithsmiles"Awwwn!thankyousomuchma."

"You'rewelcome.Givemygreetingstoyourmum."

Sheturnedtoleaveforherapartment,butheardacarhonkbehindher.ItwasTolu,

shewasshockedtoseehimbecausehedidnottellherwouldbecomingaround.

Shewaitedforhimtoparksotheycouldgointogether.

Tolugotoutofhiscarandwalkedtowardher"Hidearie."Hesmiled.

"Goodafternoon!I'msurprisedtoseeyouheretoday,Iwasonlyexpectingyour

call"Orelaughedandthetwowalkedtowardthedoor.

"Iplannedcomingaroundafteryougavemeyouraddress,onourfirstdate!"

"Oh!That'ssmartofyou!,pleasecomein"Oreusheredhimin.

"Thankyou"Tolurepliedsmilingcharmingly.

"Iamreallyinlovewiththisguy,MichaelishandsomebutToluismore
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handsome."Orethought.

"Ore,pleasedon'tbothertooffermeanything,I'mtakingyouout!"

Orecouldn'tbelieveherears,"Takingmeout?Towhere?"sheblurtedwitha

surprise.

"Tomyhousefordinner,wearefriendsandyouareasweetheartremember?"Tolu

chuckled.

ThebutterfliesinOre'sbellycamealiveasshelistenedtohim.

"I'llgowithyoubutyouneedtotakesomethingwhileIgodressup"Oreserved

himaglassofpineapplejuice.

"Okaydear,thankyou!Yourphoneisringing"TolusaidpointingtoOre'sphone.

"Okay,It'sGracecalling"Orethankedhimandwentintoherroomtogetdressed.

"WhatisGraceuptonow,shehadbetternotcometomyhousetodaybecauseI'm

goingouto."OreSoliloquizedasshetappedontheredicononherphonetoignore

Grace'scall.

"I'mstillamusedatOre'ssuddenchangeofcharactertoo."GracesaidtoMichael.

"Ihopeshe'llspeakupwhenwegetthere,thankyoufornotdisclosingmyvisitto

her".Michaelsaidwithasmilebutlookedquitedisturbed.
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"Pleasedon'tmentionsir,IwantthebestforOreandIwon'twatchhermakealife

timemistake"

"ThankyousomuchsisterGrace,I'mreallythankful"Michaelreplied.

"Whatarefriendsfor?Wearefriends’sir.JustthankGod.Ibelieveeverythingwill

befine,okay?"Shesmiledfaintly.

Michaelnoddedinapproval.

"Sohereweare!"GraceannouncedastheygottoOre'sapartment.

Michaelbroughtthecartoanhalt"Whyiseverywherequiet?Areyousureshe's

in?"Heaskedsternly.

"Ofcourse!Thatisyourwould-behoneyforyouo.Iamverysureshe'sin".Grace

replied.

TheycameoutofthecarandwalkedstraighttoOre'sdoor.

GraceknockedandbeckonedonOretocomeopenthedoorbuttohergreatest

surprise,atall,café-au-laitskinnedman,dressedinanavybluepoloT-shirtona

bluejeantrouseropenedthedoortothem.Nodoubt,Toluwashandsome.

"Sothisiswhatmyfriendisdroolingfor?"Gracethoughtassherolledhereyes.

"Goodafternoon."Tolusaid.
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"Goodafternoonsir"GraceandMichaelchorused.

"Is.......Oreoluwain?"Gracestuttered.

"Sure,youare.....Sister..?"ToluhadseenherphotoonaphotoframeinOre's

livingroomearlier.HethoughtshewasOre'ssister.

"IamGraceandhe'sMichael,wearefriendstoOre"Gracerepliedsharply.

"Oh!youaretheGrace,Orehasbeentellingmeabout?!,pleasecomein."He

beckonedonOre"Ore,yourfriendsareheretoseeyou."

GraceandMichaelsatdownleavingnoresponse.

"Whoishe?IthoughtOreistheonlychildofherparents?Isheafriendor....!God

helpmenow!"MichaelthoughtlookingatGracewhowas lostinthought.

"Heresheis"Toluannouncedandtookhisseattoconcentratemoreonthefootball

matchhewasseeingbeforetheycame.

"Heysweedie!Goodafternoon"Orewouldn'tdenythefactthatshewassurprised

toseeMichaelbesideGrace,She'dknownGracetobesomeone,whovisitswithout

leavingapriornoticebutshewasn'texpectingMichael.

OreisdressedandreadytogooutwithTolu,"Iwon'tgiveMichaelmyattention.I

won'tjustallowhimgetintomyheadwiththisloverboyattitude...Whatishe
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doinghereforGod'ssake."Orethoughtsmilinginpretense.

"GoodafternoonOre"Gracewastensed.

"Don'ttellmeyoucannotseeBrotherMichael?"Graceasked

"Ofcourse!Idid..Iseverythingfine?Whyisheherewithyou?Orewasbecoming

upset.

"GoodafternoonOre,I'msorryIcameherewithoutapriornotice.Itrustyou're

good?"Michaelsmiled.

"Sure!Iam!"OrerepliedandturnedtoGrace"Ermm....Grace,meetmy

friend...To."

"ToluDamijoright?"GraceaskedsharplyandturnedtoTolu!

"I'mpleasedtomeetyouMrToluDamijo,meetMichael,he'sOrewould-be

partner,maybeshehasnottoldyoushe'sgettingengagedsoon...."

Michaelexclaimed"Oh!CommonsisterGrace"hecontinued."Iamjustafriend

whoisshowingakeeninterestinOrebackedwithprayersandconfirmations,

however,she'snotmyfiancéeyetandwearenotgettingengagedsoon.Shehasn't

evensaidyes,remember?!"Michaelsaidcalmly.Althoughhewasn'treallypleased

withwhatwashappeningbuthewouldn'tforcehimselfonawoman.
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"Huh!I'mspeechlessanyway.Greetingstoyou,I'mequallypleasedtomeetyou

both"Tolusaid.

Oreremainedmute;shewasreallymadatGrace'sreactionbutchosetoremain

silent.

"Tolu,youarelookinggoodImustsayandOreislookinggorgeoustoo!Iguess

youaregettingreadyforadatethisevening?"GraceaskedfacingTolu.

"ThankyouGrace,you'renotlookingbadeither".Toludidnotrespondtoher

question,Maybehedidthatonpurpose.

"Grace,canIleavethekeyswithyou?Iwanttogoout"Oresaid,tryingtodrive

themoutsubtly.

"I'lltakemyleavenow"Michealsaid.

"Oh!ThankyouMicheal"Oregrinned.

"I'lltakemyleavenowtoodear,takecareofyourself"Gracesaidsternly.

"Alright!Thanksforthevisit,goodbye"

"ByeOre,pleasetakegoodcareofyourself"Michaechimedinandstoodup.

Orewalkedthemtothedoor.

"SorryIkeptyouwaitingTolu"Oresaidasshesatdown,she'sbeenstandingfor
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someminutes.

"Noproblemsdear"hesaidplacinghishandsonOre'sshoulder.

"Pleasedon'tmindGrace,sincerelythatguyisinterestedinhavingarelationship

withmebutIdon'tlovehim"Oresaidininnocence

"It'salrightdear,IunderstandbutcanIaskyouaquestion?"

"Sure,pleasedo!"Orereplied.

"Whodoyoulove?"

OreheardTolubutdecidednottoreply.

"Sodoyouloveme?"Heaskedagain!

"Canwetakeourleavenow?"Oreasked.

"Yourwishismycommand,ladiesfirst!"Hesaidandheadedforthedoor,Tolu

openedthedoorandwatchedOrewalkoutfirstbeforehecameout.Helockedthe

doorandhandedherthekeys.

"Thankyou!"Shesmiled...

"Hey!Careful,watch!"Toluwarned.Orewasaboutstumblingonabrickbeside

thepavementwhenTolusawitandcautioned.
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"Thankyousomuch."Orelaughed."IfIdon'tcareforyou,whowill?"
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Chapter3

"Hereweare!"Toluannouncedashecamedownfromthecarandopenedthe

doorforOre.

Tolu'shouselooksbeautiful,thedecorwasindeedaveryclassyone.

"Thankyou,youhaveaniceapartment!"Orecomplimented.

"Thankyou,queen!"

Orelaughed"who'syourqueen?"

"Youna!"

Paul,whohadjustopenedthegateforTolu,leanedonthecoconuttreebesidethe

gateandwatchedthetwowould-beloverswhispersomethinghecouldbarelyhear

toeachother.

"WelcomeBro!"Hesaid.

"Yeah!PastorPaul,thisistheOreIhavebeentellingyouabout."Hesaid,holding

Ore'shand.

Paulwasamazed,hestretchedhishandsforwardtoOreforahandshake

"Goodeveningma,soyouaremybrother'sfriend,mybrotherhastoldmealot
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aboutyouandI'mpleasedtomeetyouMissOre,Idoenjoyyourtalkshows."

"Goodeveningtoyou,itcanonlybeGod.itisnicemeetingyoutoo."Oresmiled.

"Yeah,let'sgoin."ToluheldOre'shand.

Paulmovedclosertohisbrotherandwhispered"Brotherly,youareluckyo,celeb

lawoneleyii(Thisladyisacelebrity)".

"Naughtyboy!Thankyou!"HepinchedhimandledOrein.

"Youcanhaveyoursitdear."Toludroppedhiscarkeysonthestoolbesidethe

cushionchair,Orewassitting.

"Whereismummy?"ToluaskedPaulwhowasabouttoserveOreaglassofwater.

"She'sinthekitchen...Itoldheryouarecominghomewithafriendfordinner....But

Ididnottellherwhothepersonis."

"Oh!Thatisgoodofyou.Smartlad!Anddad?!"

"Heisupstairs,hesaidhewanttoreadthebookIgotfromSisterBolaformy

birthday!"

"Wow!that'sgreat.What'sthetitle?"

"TheSpiritualManbyWatchmanNee"Paulreplied.



THEUNVEILLING

29

"Oh!Okay!'Tolulookedaway,heseemednottobeinterestedinthebook.

MrsDamijowalkedin."Paul,gotothekitchenandemptythedirtintothetrash

bin"

"Okayma".

"Goodeveningmum!"Toluwalkeduptohismotherwhowaslookingstressed.

Orewhohadbeenbusywithherphone,lookedupandsawMrsDamijo.

"Eveningdear,soyouplannedcomingwithafriendfordinnerandyoudidnot

informme?"Shesaidasshedroppedatraycontainingapplesonthediningtable.

"I'msorrymum,Ionlywantedtosurpriseyouanddad.ThisisOre,myfriend.Ore,

meetmymum."

"Goodeveningma"Oregreeted,bendingherknees.

"Eveningmydear,howareyou?"

"I'mfinema."Orebowedherhead,theshypartofherreflected.

MrsDamijodrewherclose,"Welcome,howareyourparentsandhowiswork

too?"

"Theyarefinema.Workisfineaswell.

MrsDamijoturnedtoTolu,soshe'syourfriend?
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"Yesmum!"(Tolugrinned)

"Andthat'sall?"Shepestered...

"Yesmummy!"Toluansweredwithhistongueinhischeeks.

"Ore,Toluisjustafriend?"Sheasked

"Yesma."Orerepliedinaffirmation.

Whiletheygottalking,MrDamijowalkedintothelivingroom..

"Dadishere"Paulsaidwhilehenudgedhismum.

"Goodeveningsir"Tolu,PaulandOrechorused.

"Evening"MrDamijoreplied.

MrsDamijoalsogreetedandherespondedaswell,helookedatOreforafew

secondsandbrokethesilence.

"AreyouOreoluwaDavis?"

"Oh!Yessir,Iam!"Orewasshocked,shebegantopanic.

Toluknewwhathisfathermeant,hesignaledtoOreandwhispered.

"Calmdown!Befine."
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"Wow!I'msopleasedtomeetyouinperson.Iloveyourtalk-shows,especiallythe

oneyouheldabouttwoweeksago,errrrmmm"Gra..."MrDamijocouldn't

remember.

Oreheavedasighofrelief"Gratitudesir!"

"Iwasblessedlisteningtoit.IlovewhatyoudoOre."MrDamijosmiled.

MrsDamijocutsin"Whatasmallworld.Iwouldn'thaverecognizedyouifIhad

metyouelsewhere,youlookquitebeautifulinreality."MrsDamijogrinned

cheerfully.

"Thankyouma."Oresaid.

ToluthenintroducedOretohisdad.Aftertenminutesoflaughter,amazementand

all.Tolunoticedhisparentswereengrossedintheconversation,hequickly

interrupted

"Mumanddad,thefoodisgettingcold".

Theyallgiggledandwalkedtothediningroom.Afterdinner,Toluannouncedthat

Orewouldleaveforherhousesoon.

AsOrewasabouttotakeherleave,MrDamijoturnedtohissonandasked"Tolu,

isshejustafriendorthere'smoretoit?"
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Orebowedherheadnowfeeling,uncomfortable.

"She'sjustafriend,dad!"

Mr&MrsDamijosmiledandbadeher,goodbye.

Curtainfalls.

TheNelson'sFamily!(Ore'sspiritualparents)

"Honey,here'syourtea!"MrsNelsonservedherhusband."Youlookworried"she

asked."Notreally,it’sbeenawhileIheardfromOre,howisshedoing?"Mr

Nelsonreplied.

"She'sdoingwellbyGod'sgraceItrust,butit'sbeenawhileIheardfromhertoo!"

Sheaffirmed.

"Ineedtoseeher,it'sreallyurgent."

"Ihopealliswellsir?"Sheasked..

"ByHisgraceitis,theLordgavemeamessageforherafterIsawhergropingin

darknesslastnight.IhaveprayedforherbutIneedtogiveherthemessage...."

"Wow!thedevilisaliar.ShewouldbeatchurchonMonday,I'llinformher."Mrs

Nelsonreplied.

"Allright,letuskeepprayingforher,everythingwillbefine."
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"Amen!Wouldyouliketotakeyourfoodnow?"Sheasked..

"No,later.Thankyou!"

****

OreworkswithFibsConsultingServicesasanaccountant.Afterthelongdayat

work,shehurriedhometoprepareforchurch.

MondaysareforBibleexpositionsinherchurchandshewouldn'twanttomissit.

Shesoongothomeandhadacoolshower.Shequicklyworeapurplecolouredshort

gownonabrownpairofsandals.Shepackedherhairintoabunandcoveredit

withabrownheadscarf.Withintenminutes,shewasthrough.

SegotintotheKitchenandservedherselfaplateofyamporridgeshe'd

microwaved.Shehadafifteenminuterest,beforesheleftforchurch.

Duringthepraiseandworshipsession,MrNelsoncalledOreintohisofficeand

toldherhewouldliketoseeher.

"GoodeveningOre,howareyouandhowwasworktoday?"Heasked.

"Goodeveningsir,I'mfineandworkisfinetoo."Shereplied.

"Iwanttoseeyou,pleasetrytoseemeimmediatelyaftertheservice."

"Oksir,daddyIhopealliswellsir?"Sheaskedtryingtoknow..
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"EverythingisfineOre,justmakesureyouseemeaftertheservice."

"Okaysir.Iwill."Orewalkedoutandlockedthedoorbehindher.

Oreisn'tthetypewholikessuspense,allthroughtheserviceshewonderedwhatMr

Nelson,wantedtosay.ThefactthatMichaelwastheonewhotaughtduringthe

servicemademattersworse,shedidnotlistentothemessage.Theserviceended

andMichaelwhohadseenOre'sappearancewhenhewasonpulpitwalkeddownto

knowwhatwaswrong,withher.

"HiOre!Goodeveningmadam."Michaelgreetedconfidentlywithhishandsinhis

pocket.

"I'mfineMike!Goodevening."Shesmiledweakly.

"Itrustyouhadagoodday?"MichaelsatonthechairbesideOre.

"Yea!thanks."Shedidn'tseemtobeinterestedinanyconversationwithhim.

"Ore,pleasecanwetalk?"

"Nottoday,Iwanttogoseetheassistantpastor!"ShesnappedandleftforMr

Nelson'soffice.

Michealfeltbad,hewonderedwhyOrewouldgivehimsuchanill-treatment.

Oreknockedatthedoorandwastoldtocomein.



THEUNVEILLING

35

"Goodeveningsir."Shewalkedinandsatdown.

"Howareyoumydear?"

"I'mfinesir"Shesmiled.

"Howfineisfine?"MrNelsontookoffhisglassesandleanedonthechairhewas

sittingon.

"I'mfinesir,veryfinesir."Shesmiledwidely,exposingherperfectdentition.

"Okay,IcalledforyoubecauseofthemessagetheLordtoldmetotellyou,about

twodaysago."hesneezed.

"Sorrysir."

"Thankyou"hecontinued."Isawyougropingindarkness,youwereunderduress

butitseemedtomelike,youwerepleasedwiththatcondition.Iwokeupand

prayed,theLordthentoldmethatyouareabouttomakeaterriblemistakethat

wouldcostalot..."MrNelsonsatup,placinghishandsonthetable.

"So,Ore,whatisgoingonwithyou?"

"Nothingsir,everythingisfine."Orelookedconfused.

"Areyousure?"Heaskedcalmly

"Yessir,Ithinkit'sawarningsir."
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"Good!ifitis,then,beware!Donotallowanythingdestroytheverypurposeof

Godforyourlife."Headvised.

"Thankyousomuchdaddy."Shesaid,rubbingherpalmsoneachother.

"ThankGoddear,secretthingsbelongethtoHim.Iwanttoask,haveyouseenthe

MCasregardsyourcourtshipwithMichael?"

"Nosir,Iwanttopraymoretobuildmyconvictionssir."Shelied.

"Really?afteralltheprayersandconfirmations,areyousureeverythingisfine?

"Yessir,Ijustneed tobeverysuresir."

"Allright,good!ifthatiswhatyouwant."

Heprayedwithherandshewenthome.

****

ThewordsofMrNelsonranginherearswhenshegothomethatnight."I'mabout

tomakeacostlymistake?Ijusthopeit'snotaboutTolubecausemymindismade

up.

OrcoulditbeMichael?Oh!thankyoumygoodness.ItisMichael,heisfroma

brokenhome;aboywhogrewuptoseehisdadmolesthismotherwoulddosame

tohiswife."Shesaidtoherselfasshepacedaroundherroom.
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"ToluisfromagoodChristianhome,heisjusttheidealmatchforme."Shesaid

furtherasshewalkedintothekitchentomakeforherselfaglassofsmoothie.
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Chapter4

Michaelwasworriedaboutthewholething,hewasaverygoodfriendofOrewith

nostringsattachedbeforehelaterfoundoutshewastherightmatchforhim.Ore

suddenlycameupwithher'Nagging'characteramonthafterheaskedherout.He

laiddownonhisbedsickofthewholething,hewassoworriedthatheneeded

someonetotalkto,hescrolledthroughhisphoneanddialedBen'snumber.Benis

Michael'sbestfriend,heattendthesamechurchwithhisfriendandOre.

"Notreachable."Michaeldroppedhisphoneandstretched.Hewasinabadstateof

mind.

Afterawhile,heheardhisphonebeep,itwasamessagefromOre.

Michaelquicklyopenedthemessagetocheck.Itreads...

"HiMichael,IunderstandthatyouandIwereverygoodfriendsbutitisnot

everyoneyoumeet,youdate.Iknowit'sjustmereinfatuation,pleaseletitdieand

let'sgobacktothewayweusedtobe.Please,donottrytoconvincemethatit'sthe

willofGod,itisn't.IamdiligentlyprayingforthewillofGodnowandIprayGod

willsettleus.Dotakecareofyoufriend,goodnight!"Michaelhandsshookashe

readthemessage,hecouldn'thelpbutcry."So,OreissayingthatIamlying?Who

bewitchedthisgirl?"Hedidnotbothertocallortexther.Heswitchedoffhis
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phoneandslept.

****

Graceisabaker,sheownsatopnotchbakerywhereshebakesCakesandBread.

Shewasattendingtooneofthebakerswhensheheardherphonering.Itwasacall

fromOre.

"Hehehe,Ore!Shepickedthecallandremainedmute.

"HiGracey!nawao.."Oresaidfromotherendoftheline.

"MrsTtobe,goodeveningma."

"What'sallthesenowGrace,Idon'tevenhaveathingwithhimyet."

"Really?"

"Yes!anyways,howareyou?"

"I'mfineOre,how'swork?

"Work'sfine,soyouareMichael'sSA(SeniorAdvocate)right?"

"How?"Graceblurted.

"YoustoppedcallingtocheckonmesinceSaturday,remember?"

"Well,I'monlytryingtoprotectyouOre.IcareaboutyouandMichael.Dear,allI
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want,isthebestforyouboth."

"It'sokayGrace,pleaselet'snotgointothat.IamagrownwomanandIknowwhat

isrightforme."Oresaidsternly.

"Hmm!Soareweseeingtoday?"Graceasked.

"Yes!I'mcomingovertoyourhouse.Ihavemissedyourchickenstews."

'Okaymadam,we'llseeintheevening."TheymetlaterinthedayandOreslept

overatGrace'sapartment.Shewokeupthefollowingmorningandgottwo

messages,onefromToluwhosaidhewouldcomearoundduringtheweekendand

theotherwasareminderfromtheconvenerofthe'Inspire'conference.

(Oneweeklater)

Orewasbusydressingupforthe'InspireConference'whenTolucalledtonotify

herthathewouldbeonhisway.

"Iwouldcomepickyouup"TolusaidtoOre,hehadearlierpromisedtodriveher

totheconference,whenhecalledherduringtheweek.

"Thankyou!"

Oregotdressed,whileshewasstillthinkingoftheperfecthairstyletorockwithher

naturalhairtotheconference,sherememberedShadehadtoldher,shewouldlove
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gowithher.ShepickedherphoneanddialedShade'snumber

"Hishade!Howareyou?Pleasetrytobeherebefore8a.m."

"MorningSis…okayma'am."Shadereplied.

Orehungup.

Assoonshewasdonestylingherhair,shewentintothelivingroomandwaited

eagerlyforShadeandTolu.

Theprogrammewastocommenceat10a.m,sotheyneededtobetherebefore

10a.m.ShadecameinontimeandOretoldhersomeoneiscomingtopickthem.

Afterthirtyminutes,Toluarrived.

"Hello!who'shome?"

"Oh!youarehere,welcome"Oresmiledcheerfully.

"Youlookbeautiful,bytheway"

"Awwn!Stoptheflattery!"

"I'mseriousOre,I'mdazzled,youareabeautytobeholdandnotjustthat,youhave

aprecioushearttoo,youareawomaneveryrealmanwouldlovetohave."Tolu

said,lookingserious.
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"Awwwwwwwwn"Shadecoveredhereyeswithherpalms.

"Hehehe!Shade?!Iseverythingallright?"Orelaughedhysterically.

"Ma'am,youtwoarereallycuteo!Yourfiancécan."

"SHADE!!!!Youtalktoomuch!Heisnotmyfiancé,he'sjustafriend."Ore

scoldedShadeandturnedtoTolu

"Pleaselet'sgetoutofhere,wearerunningoutoftime."

"Butyoushouldn'thavescoldedthegirlnow,Ore.She'sjustbeingnice."He

advised.

"Shade,I'msorrydear.Forgiveme,okay?"OredrewShadetoherselfandpatted

herback.

Shadeheavedasighofrelief,"Thankyouma,I'mnotoffended."

Toluwatchedthetwoandsmiledfaintly"It'sallright,canwemovenow?"

"Sure"

Theyallwalkedoutofthehouse.Theysoongottothevenue.Afterawhile,Ore

wascalledupbythehosttogivehertalk.

OretalkedonCareerSuccessandalltheattendeeswereawedbyhersoundand

uniquestyleofteaching.Shecitedseveralexamplesandencouragedtheattendees
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toremainfocusedregardlessofwhatever,lifethrowsatthem.

Sheprayedwiththemandwentbacktohersit.Whentheprogrammewasbrought

toaclose,shesignaledtoToluandShadethatshewasreadytoleave.Theywalked

outofthehallandgotintothecar.

ShadeandTolualsocommendedherforthejobwell-doneandsheshowedher

gratitude.

"Ore,Iwanttoaskyouaquestion.CanI?"

"Yes!Sure."Youcan,goaheadandask"Oreremovedtheearphonesfromher

ears,she'dbeenlisteningtoCecewinanssong.

"Doyouloveme?Willyoumarryme?Willyoubethequeenofmyheart?"

"BOMBSHELL!"Shademuttered.

OreturnedtoShadeandgaveheraquestionablelook.

Tolubroughtthecartohalt."Ore,youarenottalking."

"Tolu,I..I..I...Idon'tknow!Shestuttered.

"Youdon'tknow,butwe'vebeengoodfriendsforsometimenow,OreIloveyou

andIknowyoudotoo!AllIneedisyouryesandIwouldbefine.

Orelookedaway....
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(3monthslater)

Laura,Grace'scousinisaregisterednurse,she'dreturnedfromAustraliaonemonth

agotosettledowninNigeria.Shehadn'tgottenthetimetovisitGracesinceshegot

intothecountry.Grace,whohadbeeneagertoseeher,isequallybusy.They

chattedonWhatsappandLaurapromisedshewasgoingtovisitGraceduringthe

weekend.SaturdaycameandGracewaspreparedtoreceivehercousin,Laura.

"BimmmBimmm!"Thedoorbellrang!

Gracegotupfromthechairandhurriedtothedoor!"WelcomedarlingLaura!"She

said,assheopenedthedoorbuttohergreatestsurprise,itwasMichael!

"SisterGrace,youwereexpectingsomeone?"

"Yesbro."Gracesaidlookingdisappointed.

"Oh!sorrysis.Icamearoundtocheckoneofmypatientswholivesaroundhere,so

Ithoughtitwon'tbegoodIcometoyourestatewithoutstoppingby,tosay'Hello'"

"Eeyah!Godblessyousir.Pleasetakeyourseat."

"Thanksmama!"Michaelsatdown.

"Pleasetakethis,toquenchyourthirst,whileweawaitmycousintogether,thank
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GodIhavefoundsomeonetokeepmycompanybeforeshearrives."Graceserved

himabottleofwaterandmalt.

"Oh!youareexpectingyourcousin,that'sgood.Isurewouldlovetomeether."

Michaelgulpeddownthewaterandrelaxed.

"Yes!She'sanurse.ShejustcamebackfromAustralia,amonthago!"

"Wow!Anurse,weareinthesamepath.Ilovethat!"

"Yesbrotherly,pleaserelaxwhileIgotocheckthefood."
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Chapter5

"SisterGrace,someoneisatthedoor"Michaelsaid.Graceranoutofthekitchen.

"ThatshouldbeLaura!I'mcomingsir."Gracewalkedoutofthekitchenholding

thenapkinshe'dusedtocleanherhands.

"Oyah!!!!giveway!!!!welcomehomebaby!"Gracesaidassheopenedthedoorto

Laura!

"Babe!!!Common,youareabigwomanalready,Imissedyou!!!!"Lauraembraced

Grace.

Forabouttwominutes,thetwocousinshuggedandpeckedeachother.

"Imissedyousomuchdarling,youarereallylookinggoodo."Grace

complimentedLaurawithmuchadmiration..

"Dearie,I'mgladtoseeyouagain!"

"Comewithme."GracegladlyheldLaura'shandassheledherin.

Michael,whohadbeenwatchingthetwocousinssmiledwhentheygottowherehe

wassitting.

"BroMichael,meetLaura,mycousin"sheturnedtoLauraandsaid"Laurasweet,

meetmyfriend,BroMichael."
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Aftertheyexchangedgreetings,Graceleftforthekitchentoservethefoodandleft

thetwointhelivingroom.MichaelandLauratalkedasthoughthey'dknowneach

otherbefore.Themovietitled"TheManager"byMountZionFilms,broughtabout

thelongdiscussion.

"Foodisready!pleasecomeover!"Graceannounced.

"Grace,believeme!Imissyourmeals,especiallyyourchickenstews"

"Chai!Foodie.Soyouhavenotforgotten?"

"Forget?Atallo."Laurareplied.

"It'salright,canwegotoourfoodnow?Graceasked.

"Sure!I'mfamishedalready."Laurarepliedquietly.

"BroMichael,shallwe?"

"SisterGrace,don'tworryaboutmema.Ihavetogonow."Michaelsaidpointing

tothewallclock.

"Whynow?"Gracesaidlookingdisappointed.

"I'msorrysis,Ihaveanimportantmeetingtoattendtoday."Hesaidlookingathis

wristwatch.
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"Hmm!ifyouinsist.Takegoodcareofyourselfsir."

"Thankssis,begood!Ermmm,SisterLaura,Ienjoyedyourcompanytodayand

hopetogetmoreofit!"

Lauragrinned"Thankyousomuchsir,thepleasureismine."

Michaelpickeduphisphoneandcarkeys"Allrightsisters,goodbye!"

"Goodbyesir!"Theychorused.

ThethoughtofLaurafilledMichael'sheartashedrovehomethatevening,heloved

herwisdom.Herememberedtheirdiscussionoverthemovieandmarveled.

Whenhegothome,hehadaglassofcoldwaterandcalledhisfriend,Ben.

"Helloguy!"Howyoudey?"(Howareyou?)

"I'mfineandyou?"Benrespondedfromtheotherendoftheline.

"Mixedfeelings!"heblurted.

"Don'ttellmeyouarestillonthisgirlmatter?BenwasreferringtoOre.

"Whichgirl?"

"Oreoluwaofcourse".
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"Ben,don'tburnmycallcreditplease.Letmegostraighttothematter.Ijust

returnedfromSisterGrace'shouse."

"Hmm!Okay!"Benpaidmoreattention.

"Imetalady,whogoesbythename......Laura!"

"Okay,who'sshe?"

"SheisGrace'scousin."Michaelsaidwithasmile..

Benlaughedoverthephone"Sowhat'supwithher?"

"Whyareyoulaughing?"Michealfeltuneasy.

"Iamthinkingwhatyouarethinkingnow!abinacrime?(Orisitacrime).

"Guy!Ifeelastrongconnectiono,IfeltsomethingforherwhenIsawher."

Bengiggledandadvised"Guy!becautiouso.PleasetakeyourtimetoseekGod's

guidanceandbepatientbeforeyoudoanything.Iunderstandwhatyoumeanbut

letusprayaboutit,sinceyouhavesaidyoufeltsomethingforher,Iwouldonly

advisethatwepray.Godwillleadus."

Michealsighed"Thanksbro,I'lldojustthat.Godblessyou.Areweseeingtoday?

"Ohyoumeantheyoungministersmeeting?"
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"Yes!pleasebethere."

"Allrightbro,seeyousoon.takecare

(6monthslater)

OreandTolu'scourtshiphadclockedayear,itallstartedtheverydayToluasked

Oreoutandthetwohavebeenfineeversince.

Amonthaftertheircourtshipclockedayear,Tolutoldhisparentshewouldsettle

downwithOreinthreemonthtimeandhewanttheplantokickoff,asfastas

possible.

Tolu'sfamilysoonbeganthepreparationforthewedding,Ore'sparentwerenot

againsttheplaneither,theywerehappytoknowToluwasreadytotiethenuptial

knotwiththeirdaughter.Amonthaftertheintroductionceremony,MrandMrs

Davis(Ore'sparent)hadstartedthepreparation.Invitationcardswereprinted.The

hall,bookedandtheAsoEbiwasreadyaswell.

Thecolourcodeforthebride'sfamilywaschampagnegoldandpurplewhilethe

groom'sfamilywentforChampagnegoldandpeach.

Everythingwassetsavethefoodsandcake.Orethoughtofthebestpersontotake

careofthefoodsandcake,thethoughtofGraceflippedthroughhermind.Thetwo

havenotbeencommunicatingforawhile.
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OredialedGrace'snumberanditrang.Gracedidn'tpickuntilafteraboutatwoor

threeminute.

"Madam!youdon'twanttopickmycall?"

"Notatalldear,Iwasbusycooking.Pleasedon'tbeoffended."

"Hmm!Soyouforgotyourdearfriend?"Oreteased.

Gracesmiledweakly"NoOre!Youdid,youstoppedattendingyourchurch,you

ignoredmycalls,chatsandyouavoidedeveryone.Well,that'sbytheway.”

"CalmdownGrace,I'msorry...Icanexplainyouknow?"Orepleaded.

"Goaheadandtalkthen,Iamwithyou."

"MydarlingGrace,I'vebeenbusyplanningmywedding...Id..."

Gracecutin"Sorry?Didyoujustsayyourwedding?Imeanyou,Oreisgetting

marriedsoon?"

"Well,yesdarling.ByGod'sgraceIamgettingmarriedtoToluwaniDamijointwo

monthtime."Oresmiledcheekily.

Gracewastotallysurprised,shecouldn'tbelieveherears,shequicklyremovedthe

earphonesonherearsandplacedherphoneonloud-speakertohearOreclearly

"Ore,areyoukiddingme?Tolu?thatguy?"
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"Sure!Isanythingthematter?Doyouhaveanyproblemwiththat?"Orewas

gettingtensed.

"NoOre,but...I'm..Ermm...I'llcallyouback."Gracerepliedwithashakyvoice.

Shehungupandburstintoanuncontrollabletears.

"Helooo!Grace????Areyouthere???,Oh!Sheendedthecall?Good!Verygood!"

Oredroppedherphoneandshookherlegsinanger.

LaurawaswithGracewhenOrecalled,sheoverheardherconversationwithOre.

LauradrewOreclose"Dear,IknowOreisyourfriendbutweallhaveourchoices.

Besides,Istilldonotunderstandwhyyouarecrying..Issomethingelseattachedto

this?"Laurawascurious.

"No!Oreisabouttomakealifetimemistake,Ilovehersomuchanddonotwant

toloseher.Ore'scraveforfameandbeautyissettodestroyher"Gracecriedmore.

Laurawasconfused,shedrewGraceclosertoherchest"Grace,Idon'tunderstand

you..Couldyoupleasebeplainwithme?"

Graceraisedherhead"Laura,recentlyIhadadream.IsawOreinathickdarkness,

itwassothickthatIcouldn'tseeherclearly.Shescreamedandgroaned,cryingfor

helpbutcouldnotgetany.Iwascarryingalamp,itwasbrightindeedtoleadme

butthesightwasblurry,tooblurry.ItoldOretostretchherhandsoIcouldpull
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heroutbutherhandshadbeenamputated.Shetriedbutshecouldnotreachme.

ShegroanedthemoreandIcouldn'tpullherout.Lateron,Itoldhertostretchher

legsforwardsoIcouldpullherlegs.Unfortunately,IsawToluappearfromafar,at

first,Ididn'tknowitwashimbutIrecognizedhimwhenhecamecloser.

AsIwasaboutpullingOre,hewarnedmetosteerclearandhedraggedOrefarinto

thethickdarkness.Ibecamedisturbedandcriedforhelp,Iwassayingsomething

like"Someonehelpus!SomeonehelpOre"thenIsawamaninwhite,Iwashappy

yetdisturbed.ItoldhimtohelpOrebuthesaid"Orehaschosenherpath,it'stoo

latedaughter."ThatwasallIsawLaura,Toluisadevilindisguise.

Laurawasshocked"Grace!Calmdown.Becalm.Pleasestopcrying,letuspray

forOre.It'snottoolate.IbelieveGodcandosomething.OhLordJesus,We

rebukethis!Itshallnotstand."

LauraheldGrace'shandsandthetwobegantoprayintongues.Afteranhourof

intenseprayer.LauraadvisedGracetocallOreandtalktoher.

"Thanksdear,I'lldothatrightaway."

GracetookherphoneandcalledOre..

"Hellosis."

"HiGracey,youendedthecallthen,iseverythingallright?"
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"Yea!Everythingisfine."

"Okay!SoIwantustotalkaboutthefoodsandcakeformywedding.Howdowe

goaboutitandmuchisitgoingtocostus?"

Gracewassurprised,shelookedatLaura.

"Talk"Laurawhispered.

"Graceareyouthere?"

"Yes,youmeanyouneedmetocomecookandbakeforyourwedding?"

"Yes!"Oreaffirmed.

Gracesighed"Dearfriend,willyouallowthismerethingthedevilispushingat

you,becloudyourbetterjudgement?Canyoubeartheweight?

"Grace??Wait,whatdoyoumean?"Oresaidangrily.

"Ore,allI'msayingis,youareabouttoembarkonajourneyyouwouldliveto

regret.YouarewalkingoutofGod'spurposeforyourlifeandifyoufailtotakea

U-turn,itwillbeanirreparablesituation!"Gracesaidbluntly.

"Grace,IunderstandthatyouaremyfriendandyouwantthebestformebutIhave

achoice,mydarlingfriend.IknowGodisinvolvedinthisandIwon'tregretit.I'll

befineplease.AllIneedisyoursupportandnothingelse."
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"Ore,pleasecanyoudomeafavor?"Gracepleaded..

"Whatfavor?"

"Canyoustoptheweddingpreparationsfornowandtakeyourtimetoknowthe

mindofGodconcerningyouandTolu?"

Orehissed"Grace,nowlistentomeandlistengood!Iknowwhatisbestforme,

anytime,anyday.IprayyoumeetyourMrrightsoon.Goodbye!"Orehungupand

tightenedherfist.ShewasindeedmadatGrace.

GraceturnedtoLaura"Youheardher?"

"Yes,Ididbuteverythingwillbefine.Letuskeepprayingforher.
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CHAPTER6

Paul,awokelookingdisturbed.Herushedintohisfather'sroom..

"Paul!!!Whyareyouhereatthistime?It's3:08a.m,whathappened?"MrDamijo

removedtheduvethe'dusedtocoverhisbodyandsatuponthebed.

Paulsatbesidehim"Dad,Ihadthesamedream."

"ThesamedreamaboutToluagain?"MrDamijobowedhisheadforaminuteand

lookedup.."LordJesus!Pleasewhatisthis?"

"Dad,IthinksomethingisnotrightwithBrotherTolu,atthistimeIsawhiminan

evilgathering.Hewaslookingdeadlyandfierce."Paulsaidpanting.

"But,ToluisachildofGod,heisachildofdestiny.WededicatedhimtotheLord,

whythenisallthishappening?"

Paulsighed"Hmm!Dad,BrotherToluisnotpure.Iperceiveinmyspiritthatheis

deceivingus.Dad,theBiblesaysinthebookofRomans8:16that,"TheSpirit

itselfbearswitnesswithourspirit,thatwearethechildrenofGod".Dad,Idon't

havethatassuranceinmyheart.BrotherToluhasaskeletoninhiscupboard."

"That'strue....!Hmm,Paul,letuspray."

Michaelhadjustreturnedhomefromtheofficewhenacallcamein.
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"Hello,BrotherMichael!"Afemalevoicesaidoverthephone.

"Hello!whoisspeaking?"

"It'smeHelen,thechurch'ssecretary."

"Oh!SisterHelen,howareyoudoing?""Verywellsir,ErrmmPastorJohnsaidhe

wouldliketoseeyouat5P.Mtoday,foranurgentmeeting."

Michaeltriedtorecalliftherewasanissueatchurchearlier"OkaybutIhopeallis

well?"

"ByGod'sgracesir."

"Okay,thankyou!I'llcome."

"Allrightsir.Byefornow."Helenhungup.

"Ben!"MichaelcalledouttoBen;hehadcometospendtheweekendwithMichael.

"Guy!What'sup?"

"PastorJohnsaidIshouldseehimatchurchtoday."

"Okay,noproblem.Justbefine,whatwouldyouliketoeatfordinner?"Benisa

goodcook,heisn'tthenoodlesorjunkseatingguylikeMichaelalthoughMicheal

cancookbuthefindscooking,stressful.
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"Riceanddodoisfine.I'mexhausted!"Michaelsaidashewalkedintothe

bathroomtohavehisbathe.

BenwinkedatMichael"Peleaburo(Sorry,littlebrother),wouldyoubeonduty

tomorrow?"

"Naughtyguy!Iamyourbrothernowbah?(Right?)" Michealgrinned.

"Good!SohurryandgohearwhatPastorJohnhastosay,Iguessit'saboutOre."

Benguessed.

MichaelignoredBen,assoonashewasdonebathing.Heworesomethingcasual

anddrovedowntochurch.

Afterfifteenminutes,Michaelwasalreadyatchurch.

"GoodeveningPastor."

"GoodeveningBrotherMichael,howwasworktoday?"

"Workwasfinesir,how'smummy?"

"She'sfine,thankyou.SoIwantustotalk!"

Michaelhadbeenleaningonthechairbefore,hesatuprightandplacedhishands

onPastorJohn'stable"Okaysir,I'mallears."PastorJohnlookedstraightinto

Michael'seyes."BrotherMichael,GodisanawesomeGod.Sometimes,Heallows
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usgothroughsomepathstotrainus.Yousee,Idon'twantyoutofeelbadafter

hearingwhatIwanttosay.AllIneedyoudo,isputyourselftogetherandseek

God'sdirectiontoknowthewayforward."

"Okaysir.."Michaelconcentratedmore.

"Forayearnow,you'vebeenwaitingpatientlyforOretohaveachangeofmind

butwiththelookofthings,I'dadviseyouforgeteverythingaboutherandmoveon.

Oreisgettingmarriedinamonthtimeandhermindismadeup."PastorJohnsaid

lookingsorry.

Michaelsmiledfaintly"IappreciateyourloveandconcernsirbutIexpectedthis

sir.Whatismeantforme,willnoteludeme.IfOrewasmeantformetruly,she

wouldhavebeenmywife.Godhasthebestinreserveformesirandattheright

time,hewillsettleme."

"Whatafaith!"PastorJohnwasamused.

Michaelsmiled"Itiswellsir,Godismystrength."

"Andhewillcontinuallybeyourstrength,GodblessyoubrotherMichael."

"Amen."

"Letuspray…"
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****

Michaelgothomethatnight,feelingtired.HefeltbadwhenheheardOrewouldbe

gettingmarriedsoon,buthethankedGodforanotherprovisioncominghisway.He

startedprayingoverhisinterestinLauratheverydayhefeltathingforher,luckily

forhim,hewasconvictedthatLaurawasGod'spackageforhim.Afterhe'dhadhis

quiettime,hecalledhisfriend(Ben)sotheycouldtalk.

"Ben,Iwanttotalktoyou."

BenarosefromthesofahewaslayingontolistentoMichael."Okay,Iwantto

hearyou,pouritallout."

Michaelcontinued"Thankyou!Ben,it'saboutLaura."

"Okay,whathappenedtoher?"

"IamconvictedtomakemyintentionsknowntoherandIwanttodothat."

Benchuckledandtightenedhisfist"Yeah!Iknewthiswascoming.ManofGod,

goahead!God'sgotyoufullycovered."

Michaelrolledhiseyesandsighed"Ben,IwasequallysurprisedafterIgotmy

convictionsright.Lauraisawonderfulpackageforme.IamgratefultoGod."

BenplacedhishandsonMichael'sshoulder"Yousee,GodabidesfaithfultoHis
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own.Hecannotbestranded.Icanseethatyouaretrulyconvincedandsurethat

Godisleadingyou."

"Yeah!Sure.Thanksforstandingbyme.Iwastemptedtogiveupyouknow?"

Benburstintolaughter"Thislovematterehn!WethankJesus.Sowhenareyou

shootingyourshot?"

"Hmmmm...Soon"

"Soon?Howsoon?Michael,goaheadandshootyourshot!,Daddyhasgivenhis

consentsoyara!(Befast!)"

MichaelhuggedBen"Thanksmyguy!I'llseehertomorrow(Saturday).Thankyou

somuchforyoursupport.Idonottakeyourkindnessforgranted."

"AlltoGodbro,alltoGod."

"Yea!I'mexhaustedbro.Bed'scalling."

"Igrasp!Goodnight!"Benturnedoffthelight.

****

Michaelwokeupthefollowingdayfeelingweak.Heresteduntil10A.Mbeforehe

dresseduptoleaveforLaura'sapartment.Hehadcalledtoinformherearlier,

around8'amtoknowwhatherscheduleforthedaywouldlooklike.
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Whenhegotclosetoherhouse,hecalledLaura.

"HelloSis!

"HelloBrotherMichael,happyweekend."

"Sametoyou!Ishouldbeatyourplacesoon"

"Okaysir.Iwouldbeexpectingyou."

LaurawashappyMichealwouldbecomingtovisit,thetwohadbeenfriendfora

fewmonthsnowandthatwouldbethefirsttime,Michaelwouldcomevisiting

Laurainherhouse.Usually,theymeetatGrace'shouse,chatandtalkoverthe

phone.

Laurahadnotmovedaninchfromwhereshewassitting,whenshesawMicheal

drivein.Sheusheredhiminandservedhimaglassofjuice.

"WelcomeBro,I'mreallygladtohavetohaveyouhere."Laurasaidcheerfully.

"ThankyouSis,youhaveabeautifulapartment.IlovethepinkypinkycoloursI'm

seeing."Michaelgiggled.

Laurasmiledandthankedhim"Thankyou!Myloveforgirlythingscausedit."

"It'snice.So,IwanttomakearequestSisterLaura."Michealcrossedhislegs.

"Okay,what'sthatsir?"Lauraplacedherhandsonherchin.
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Michealansweredherconfidently"Ihopeyouwon'tbeoffended?Actually,Icame

heretotakeyouout,sinceyousaidyouwon'tbegoingouttoday.Iwantustogo

foralunchdatetogether"

Laurashookherheadandsmiled.."BroMicheal.....!Okay,noproblembutyou

havetobepatient.Ineedtochangeintosomethingbetter."

Michaelwasamazed,he'dthoughtLaurawouldturnhimdown.

"Oh!wow!Thankyousomuch.That'sfinewithme.I'llwait."

Laurawentstraighttoherwardrobetosearchforwhattowear.Whileshewasbusy

withthat,shepausedandthought"Whyishetakingmeout?"Shegrabbedher

phoneandcalledGrace.

"Hello,mydarling".

"Babewhatsup?"Gracesaidfromtheotherend.

"I'mfinedarl,Icalledyouforsomethingo."

"What'sthat?"

"Michaelishere!"Lauracoveredhermouth.

Gracelaughed"So,what'swrongwiththat?"

"No!Nothing,hewanttotakemeout."Laurasoundedtimid.
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"Hahaha,andso?Gowithhim.Youaresafe,trustme!"Graceassuredher.

"Whyishetakingmeout?I'mcurioushere.”

"Lauuuura!Idon'tknoweitherbutallIknowis,youaresafewithhim,Icanassure

you."

"SoareyousayingIshouldgowithhim?"

"Myopinion"Gracesmiled.

"Allright,I'llkeepyouupdated."

"Okaydarling!Takecare.Bye"

"Bye."Lauraendedthecall.

Shequicklychangedintoacreamyflowerygownonredshoes.Sheappliedamild

make-upandbrushedheralreadystyledbraid.Sheisn'tthebagcarryingkindof

lady,shereachedforherpurseandintenminutesshewasthrough.

"I'mready!"

Michealturnedtolookather,hewasawedbyherravishingbeauty.Laurahasa

caramelsmoothglowingskin,hereyeballswereaplustoherbeauty.Herdress

sensewasclassytoo!Sheisbeautifulbeyondflattery.Hecouldn'tresisttheurgeto

speakout."SisterLaura,youlookbeautiful,Imustsay."
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Laurasmiledandthankedhim.

Theychattedforafewminutesandleftfor'CharisRestaurant',oneofthetopnotch

restaurantsinMichael'senviron.

Assoonastheywalkedin,heplacedanorderandwhiletheyate,hemadehis

intentionknowntoLaura.

"SisterLaura,IamnotgoodatdishingsweetwordsbutI'llbestraighthere."

Lauradroppedtheforkshewasholdingandconcentratedonwhathewantedtosay

"Okay,Iamwithyou."

"Iwanttomarryyou,Iwantyoutobemywife."
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Chapter7

LaurawasshockedatMicheal'sboldness,asshewasn'texpectingit.However,she

hidit"Ermm,BroMichael,couldyoupleasetellmeyourconvictions?

HEtoldherhowitallstarted,hewentfurthertotellherthathesawnovisionor

dreambutwasstronglyconvictedbyGod'swordtoHim.

"IfeltpeaceSisterLaura,notjustafalsepeace.Thepeacethatsurpassesall

understanding.Ihadthisunexplainablejoyyetfullofglory."Michaelsaidcalmly.

Laurasmiled"Okay,I'llprayaboutit."

Michaelgrinned"Ofcourse,youarealsoachildofGod.Youhaveallthetimeto

pray.Evenitifit'sforayear,I'mherema.."

"HABA!ONEYEAR!"Laurawassurprised.

"Yes!Ohyoumeanyoudon'tknowsistersdothat?"

"BroMichael,meIdon'tknowo.."Lauragrinned.

"Well,ithappens.Youhaveallthetimetoyourselfanyway."Headvisedand

focusedonhisfood.

Assoonastheyweredoneeating,Helookedathiswristwatchanditwaspast4pm.
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"It'stimetogohome!"Michealraisedhishead.

"Alright,I'mmissinghomealready."Laurasaidquietly.

"Thatyourpinkishhome?"Michealteased.

"Awwnn,leavemeandmyhomeo."Laurablushed.

Hedroveherhomeandleftforhisapartment.

Twoweekslater,LauraacceptedMichael'sproposalandthetwostartedcourting.

(Twomonthslater)

Thelongawaitedday,finallycame.ThatsamedaywasLaura'sbirthday.Whilethe

weddingcelebrationwasgoingon,onToluandOre'sside,Michaelwasequally

celebratingLaura'sbirthanniversary.

ToluandOrewerethetalkofthetown.Beingapublicfigure,Ore'sweddingwas

displayedliveonT.Vstations,homeandabroad.Theweddingwascolourful,

notablemenandwomenwithinandoutsidethecountrycametogracetheoccasion.

Bothfamilieswereinfluential,theypaintedthetownredontheirchildren's

weddingdayanditwasindeed,amemorableone.Afterthewedding,ToluandOre

flewtotheUnitedKingdomtosettledown.

Ontheseconddayoftheirarrival,TolucalledOrewhojusthadhernightshower,
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in.

"MrsToluwanimiDamijo,welcometomyworld.Iwanttoappreciateyousomuch

formakingmeproud.AfterGod,youmadethisapossibility.Thankyousomuch."

Hedrewhercloseandkissedherforehead.

Oresmiledshowingherbeautifulsetofteeth"Iamequallygratefultoyoumy

darlinghusband.Thankyouforchoosingme.Iamproudtobethequeenofyour

heart.Thankyousomuch,mylord.MaytheLordJesuscontinuetodrivetheboat

ofthismarriage.Ioweyouallthethanks."

ToludrewOretohischest"Myqueen,todayIwanttotellyoutwospecialthings

aboutme."

Oreburiedherheadonhischest."What'sthat?"

"Okay!IbelongtotheWorld'sbestinfluentialorganisation.It'sbasicallyforyoung

billionaires."

Oreliftedherhead"Really?Whatisitallabout?Whorunsit?"

"You'llfinditanywhereacrosstheglobe,itisruledanddirectedbyLucifer,my

darling."

Orewithdrewherselffromherhusband,"Lucifer?Satan?thatOldSerpent?the

greatDeciever?"
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"Shhhhhhhhh!Don'tyoudaresaythatagain.Heisyourhusband'smasteryou

know?Infact,yourfatherin-law.Youcallhimlord,nexttime.Okay?"Tolukissed

herhandsandsmiled.

"Letgoofme!stopthisjokeTolu,thedevilisourenemy,wedon'tjokewithhim."

Orefrowned.

"Mylove,Idon'tlikeitwhenyoufrown,I'mveryserioushere.Wouldyoulikeme

tocalldemonsinbeforeyoubelieve?"

Orescreamed"StopthisTolu!Stopthismadness."

"Huh?Madness,okay.YouwouldfeeltheirpresencenowandItrustyouwould

believemebythen".Tolumutteredsomewordssilently,withinafewseconds,the

entireroomwasfilledwithastrongfoulodour.Orecoveredhernoseasshe

couldn'tbreathewell.

"OhLordJesus!"

"Shutup!NowI'llgomad!"Tolucuppedhishandsroundherface."Baby,nowthat

haveseenthingsforyourself,Ineedyourco-operation."

Orecouldn'tcry,shescreamedlouder"IneedsomeonetotellmeI'mdreaming.

Dear,wakemeup!please!!!!"

Toludrewherclose"Sweetheart,stopthisdrama.Stop.Youwereathreattoour
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kingdom.Yousnatchedthoseignorantyouthsfromus.

Yourteachingsexposedourschemesandplanstothem.Youcausedusagreat

havoc,Ore,listen!Igotinitiatedherefiveyearsagobyafriend,whenIcamefor

myMastersprogramme.Atthattime,sexwasthestronginstrumentusedtodraw

andoppressgreatdestinieslikeyoursinourkingdom,butyouwonthemoverto

that'Righteousone',itwasaslaponourface.Wesoughtforwaystobringyou

downbutyourdefensewasstrong,sostrongthatwecouldn'tpenetrate.Thenwe

foundaloophole,'Pride',pridewaslurkinginyourheart,Oreandwiththat,we

wereabletocomein.Iwasgiventheassignmenttobringyoudownanddestroy

yourmandateofoppressingourkingdom.ThatwaswhyIcamewhenyouwere

aboutmarryingyourpurposepartner.ForgivemeOre,butit'sjusttoolate.Youare

mywifenowandIamyours"

Orecouldnotbelieveherears,shewisheditwasnevertrue.Shecriedoutherheart.

Toluflippedhishandsthroughherhairsandconsoledher"Ore,Iamnotgoingto

hurtyou.Iwilltakegoodcareofyouandspoilyouwithanythingyouwant,

anything!AllIneedisyourcooperation.I'mpressed,I'llbebackinajiffymy

queen."Toluwentintothetoiletandcamebackaftersomeminutes.

"Mybabygirlshouldbesleepingbynow,I'msorrytakingyourtimesweetie,I'llbe

donesoon."Hewalkedtowardsthedressingmirrorandcontinued.
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"Ihavetotellyouthisnow,wearenotbringingbabiesintoourhomeuntilaftersix

years."

Orewhohadbeencryingwasflabbergasted!Shequicklywipedhertearswithher

palms..

"Sixyears?"

"I'msorryhoneybutthatisit.Eachpregnancyyouhavewithintheperiodofsix

years,willbedonatedtoLucifer,itispartoftheplan.Youareawomanofvirtue,

greatglorieswillcomethroughyou,wedealwithgloriesinmyclique,thisiswhat

weconverttowealth,splendor,powerandfame.Iwanttoseemybabiestoobut

I'msorry,wecannotaffordtolosethemtothat'Righteousone'inourkingdom."

Orewailed,shethrewherselfonthefloorseverally.

Tolucontinued"So,henceforth,nomoreministrations,talk-shows,seminarsor

churchinthishouse.Notevenane-seminar.Iwon'tallowit.Youcanhavepeace

inthishouseifonly,youcooperatewithme,isthatokay?"

Oredidnotutteraword,shewastooweaktotalk.Sheslowlyrosetoherfeet,as

shewasabouttotakethenextstep,sheslippedandfell.

Tolurushedtohelpher,"Honey!HighBloodPressureisreal.Don'thurtyourself.

Listen,wecanbefinetogether.Idon'twanttodeceiveorlietoyou,thatiswhyI
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amtellingyouwhoIamnowthatourhomeisfresh."

Oregotinbed,uncontrollabletearsflowedfreelydownhercheeks.Sheseemedto

betotallyconfusedaboutthewholething.

****

PaulhadgraduatedandhechosetogoforhisMasters’programmeintheUnited

Kingdomtoo.Hisvisawouldbereadyintwoweekstime,sohewentintotellhis

parentsaboutthepreparation.

MrandMrsDamijowerebusytalkingaboutToluandhiswife.

"I'mreallythankfultoGodforthemarvellousthingshehasdoneinthefamily.

Soon,Iwillbecomeagrandmother".

MrDamijowasn'tconcentrating,helookedaway.

MrsDamijocontinued"Tolutookafterme,hetookhistimetofindtheright

woman.I'mreallygratefultoGod."Shenoticedherhusbandwasn'tpaying

attention,shecalledhim.

"Daddy,kiloselenow?(Whathappened?)Youarenottalking."

Mrdamijosighed"Somethingisnotrightwithourson.Somethingiswrong

somewhere."
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MrsDamijogaveherhusbandaquizzicallook"Howdoyoumean,sir?"

Paulwalkedin,"Goodafternoonmumanddad."

"Goodafternoon!"Theyansweredhim.

"Dad,yousaidIshouldseeyouandmumsowecouldtalkaboutmytravelling."

"Yes!thatiscorrect.Sowhat'stheplanlike?"MrDamijoasked.

"Everythingshouldbereadyintwoweektimesir."

"Good,thiswillgiveustheopportunitytoknowhowyourbrotherandhiswifeare

faring."

Paulnoddedinapproval."Mumanddad,Idon'tknowwhatisgoingonbutIknow

GodissendingmetoLondon,forapurpose.Everythingwillbealright."

MrDamijosighed"IbelieveGod!"hesaid.

(TwoMonthsLater)

PaulwasalreadyinLondon.

Ore,althoughpainedhadnochoice,sheknewitwasherdisobediencethatledher

intothehorror.Shehadbecomeashadowofherselfandhadgrownsolean,when

TolutoldherPaulwouldbevisiting,hewarnedhersternlynottotellhimanything.

Hedroveherouttothespaforbodytreatmentandmassaging.Aftertheyleftthe
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spa,hetookhertothesaloonforanewhairstyle.Tolupamperedherlikeababy

althoughhehasbeencaringsincetheygotmarried.Hehasbeentheonedoingthe

mealsandbathingOreanytimeshefallsintodepressionoraftershehasbeen

torturedbydemonsanytimeshetriespraying.ItwasapparentthatTolu,naturallyis

agood,kind-heartedmanbutthedevilhasnothinggoodtooffer.Theonlyproblem

OrehadwithhimwashisdyingloveforSatanism.

PaulcamearoundandOrewasgladtoseehim.

"Paul!Youlookreallygood.Imissedyou!"

PaulembracedOre"Imissedyoumorema,IoughttohavebeenheresinceI

returnedbutI'vebeenbusy.Howiseverythingma?"

Oreforcedafakesmile,shesuddenlybegantolie.ShetoldPaul,Toluisthebest

husbandshe'dalwayswanttohave.

Afterthelongdiscussion,Orewentintothekitchentopreparelunch,whileshewas

filledwithregretandpaininherheart,Paulplayedasongtitled"Peace'byLionel

Petersonfromhislaptopandincreaseditsvolume...

"PeaceWhenTroubleBlows,

JehovahSees,JehovahKnows;

HeIsMyPeace,WhenSorrowNears,
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JehovahSees,JehovahHears.

LikeTheBreath,

INeedToLive,

JehovahTakes,JehovahKnows;

HeIsMyPeace,WhenSorrowNears,

JehovahSees,JehovahHears."

Oreheardthesongandbegantocryuncontrollably.Thewordingsofthesongsent

comforttoherheart,shecouldn'thidetheurgetocryandpleadformercy

"MercyLord!Pleasehavemercy."ShehadmissedherdevotionswithGod.She

hadevenforgottenthelasttimeshefeltGod'spresence.

Paulneededwaterfromthefridgeandso,hewalkedintotheKitchenbutwas

astonishedtofindOrecrying,hequicklywalkeduptohertofindoutwhatthe

matterwas"Whyareyoucryingma?IseverythingOkay?"
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Chapter8

Orequicklywipedherfacewithherapron,"Paul,everythingisfinewithme.I'm

lostinthoughtsbutI'mfinenow..."Hervoicesoundedshaky.

"SisterOre,somethingiswrongwithyou.Pleasetalktomema.Youcanconfidein

me."Paulpleaded.

"Believeme,I'mfine."Oresaidinamoreconvincingway.

"Well,there'salwaysawayout,Godwill."

Toluwalkedin"Hello!What'sgoingonhere?"

OrequicklywithdrewherselffromPaul.

Paulwassurprised,hesmeltsomethingfishy,thelookonTolu'sfaceandOre's

reactionwasenoughtotellhimsomethingwaswrong."ImethercryingwhenI

cameinhere,Iaskedtoknowwhathappenedbutshe'snotsayinganything.Itrust

she'dtellyou,whatitis"Paulleftandshutthedoorbehindhim.

ToluwaitedpatientlyforPaultoleave,afterhe'dleft,hesatonthechairinthe

kitchenandlookedatOre.Afterawhilehestoodupandheldherhands,

"Mydarlingwife,youareonlyhurtingyourself.Cryingisn'tgoingtochange

anything,itwillonlyworsenthings.Nowlookatyou,youhavegrownso
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lean...Well,Ididn'tforceyoutomarryme,youwillinglygaveyourselftome."He

smiledandplantedakissonherlips."Now,listentomecarefully.Ifyoudareto

tellPauloranyonewhatisgoingon,IwillnotkillyoubutI'llinflictyouwithan

ailmentthatwillshutyourmouth.I'lldothebiddingsofmylord,Lucifer,

immediatelyifyoufailtoadheretomywarnings.Okay?!"Hewarnedsternly.

"Yes!"Orenoddedinapproval.

"That'smysweetheart."Tolugrinned.

"OhLord,pleasehavemercyonme!Haaa!"Orewhispered.

"So,baby!You'llgofreshenupwhileIservelunch."

PaulhadbeenlisteningtoallToluwassaying,hequicklyranintothevisitor'stoilet

whenheheardOrewascoming.

TolucarriedOreinhisarmstothebedroom.HereturnedtotheKitchenandserved

lunch.Assoonashewasthrough,hecalledPaulandOretojoinhiminthedining

room.

PaulatesoToluwon'tbesuspiciousbutOrelockedherselfupintheroom.After

themeal,Paulleftforhishouse.Hisheartwasheavyduetowhathehadheardand

heneededtopouritout.Hegothomethirtyminuteslaterandwentonhiskneelsto

pray.
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"DearLord,thankyoubecauseyouaretherevealerofdeepandsecretthings.

Thankyoubecausesecretthingsbelongtoyouonly.Fatherthankyouforbringing

metothiscountryatthistime.LordJesus,accordingtoyourwordin2Chronicles

7:14.IIntercedeformybrotherandhiswifeespecially,Fatherhealtheirland,Lord

havemercy.FatherinthenameofJesus,accordingtoyourwordinIsaiah49:24-25,

deliverSisterOrefromthisLion'sDen,OhGod.Saveher!Fatherletyourmercy

speakforher,LordJesus,intervene!!!Lettheagendaofthekingdomofdarkness

againsttheirfamilybedestroyedinthenameofJesus.

(InLagos,Nigeria)

MichaelandLaura'slovegrew,Godwasatthecenterofeverythingtheydid.

Laura,hadpassionforyoungmindssincehermid-teenagedays.She'sbeenpraying

toknowthemindofGodaboutstartingherteenageandyouthministryinNigeria.

Aftershe'dgottenago-aheadfromGodtobegintheministry,shesharedwith

Michael.

"So,we'dstartthetalk-showandwe'dbeusingtheTelevisionandInternet,

YouTubepreciselysowecanreachouttomoreyouths."Laurasaid.

"Bravo!That'sreallygood,dear.Excellent!"Michaelwasreallyhappytohearthat.

"Yeahyeah!Soyou'dhelpmeo.Ineedyoutohelpwitharticleswecanpostonour
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blogandFacebookpage."Laurapleaded.

"Youwanttobringmebackintothisarticlewritingsha,it'stimeconsumingyou

know.?"

"Yes,please."Laurawinked..

"Well,Iwaskiddinganyway.It'stheLord'sbusiness.Thatiswhatwearecalledto

do."

"Awnnn,thankyousoooomuchsir.Yourdaughterisgrateful!"

MichealdrewLaura'snose"Seeyouo,blushingbaby.WhendidIbecomeyour

daddy?Youhadbetternotstealourbaby'srightbeforeshecomes."

"Leavemejor,that'suntilwemarrynowandit'sinayearandsomemonthtime."

Laurarepliedwithhertongueout.

"Jealousoldwoman,well,we'llbehavingaboyfirstnotagirl."

"Yousaid?Let'swaittillthen.Iwillsurpriseyou!It'sgoingtobeabeautifulbaby

girllikeme."Laurachuckled.

Michaellaughed"Madam!I'llbalancetheequation,let'sexpectaboyandagirl."

"Bettero".

"So,gettoworkasfastaspossible.I'lltalktoBen,heworkswithGlady's
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Television.Heshouldbeabletohelpuswiththat."

"Ohmy!thankyousomuch.Godblessyou!"

"Godblessyoutoo,mylove."Michaeltookhislaptoptocompleteaprojecthewas

workingon.

(Oneyearlater)

Orepacedaroundtheroom,soliloquizing.

"IwishI'dknownthiswouldbemyend.MyplanwastowinthiscountryforJesus

whenIgethere...,Oh!Forawholeyear,IdidnothingforGod"Shesighedand

continued"IfonlyIhadknown,Iwouldn'thavemarriedTolu.Michaellovedme,

andIknowthathecannotdothistome.IwishI'dlistenedtoGraceandmy

mentors.Ifitwerepossible,I'dwalkbacktomysingledays.

LordJesusIamsorry,pleasehavemercyonme.RaiseintercessorsformeLord."

Herphonerang,itwasacallfromhermum.

"HelloOkomi(mydear)

"Mummy,ekuojometama,bawonigbogboile(Quitesomedays,howis

everyoneathome?)

"Dadaanimydear,(Alliswell)howareyoudoing,how'syourhusbanddoingtoo?
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"Wearedoingfinema.How'sdaddy?"

"Yourdadisfinetoo,areyoufine,iseverythingokay?"

"Beenima.(Yesma)butwhydidyouask?"

"YourvoiceisnotpleasantandIknowthatthisishowyousoundwhenyouarenot

happy."

Orelaughed"IyaOre!!!(MummyOre)yourdaughterisdoingverygoodbyGod's

grace."

"Okay,I'mgladtohearthat.Pleasedon'tdriftawayfromGodmydear.Youknow

servingGodisnottooeasyoverthere.JoOkomi(Pleasemydear)remaininfaith

oandmyJesuswillcontinuetoupholdyou."

"Amen!thankyousomuchmummy.Godblessandkeepyouforme."

"Amen.SeGracetipee?(HasGracecalledyou?)"

OrewasshockedtohearhermummentionGrace."Rarama(Noma)shehasn't.Is

everythingfine?"

"YesbytheGraceofGod,shesaidshe'srelocatingtoU.Kthisweek,thatwaswhy

sherequestedforyournumber."Hermumsaidplainly.

ApartofOrewashappyassheheardGracewouldbecoming,anotherpartofher
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feltremorseful."Ohgood!PleasemaforwardhernumbertomeviaWhatsapp."

"Alrightmydear."MrsDavisprayedforherdaughterbeforeshehungup.

****

PaulhascompletedhisMaster'sprogramme.Hekeptbacktherevealedsecretfrom

Oreandhisparentbutheintercededforhisbrother'sfamily.Afterhewasthrough

withhisnightdevotiononaWednesdayevening,hethoughtoftakingOreoutto

encourageandtellherheknewwhatwasgoingoninherhome.

Onthefollowingday,hewenttohisbrother'shouse.

ThedoorbellrangandToluwenttoopenthedoor.

"Heybro!Howfar?"TolusaidtoPaul.

"I'mfinesir,howaboutyou?"

"I'mgood,comeinnow.Whendidyoubecomeavisitorinmyhouse?"

"Don'tmindmebro,howisyourwifedoing?"Paultookhisseat.

"Sweetheartisdoingfine,she'sinside."

Paulkeptsilentforatwominutebeforehebrokethesilence.

"BrotherTolu,canItalktoyou?Imeancanwetalkasbrothers?"
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Tolulookedsuspicious,headjustedwelltolistentohim,"Ofcourseyes,whynot?

feelfree."

Pauldroppedhisphoneonthestoolbesidethechairhewassittingon."Good!

Pleasewhatiswrongwithyourwife?She'salwaysalone.Sheisevenlookingpale

anddepressedthesedays.Iseverythingfine?"

Tolubowedhisheadforasecondandlookedup"That'ssothoughtfulofyou,dear

brother.WerecentlyfoundoutthatshehasabrainturmoilafterInoticedthisexact

thingthatyoucomplained."

Paulwasamazed,heneverknewTolucouldlie."What!Brainturmoil?How,when?

where?"

Tolusighedheavily,"Ohwell!Idon'tunderstandtoo.YouwouldnoticethatIdon't

liketostresshermuch...Lord,whyisallthesehappeningtome..?"hesobbed

deceitfully.

"Hmm!BrotherTolubutyouareamannow,whyareyoucrying?Doyouthink

cryingwillhelpthesituationonground?Pleasedon'tcryokay?"Paulconsoledhim

pretendingasthoughhewasobliviousofthewholeact.

"It'sokayplease,brotherTolueverythingwillbealright.TheLordabovealllords

willcomeintothissituationandputthedevilandhisagentstoshameinthemighty
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nameofJesus.Icoveryourwife'sbrainwiththebloodofJesus,She'sprotected..."

Toluwasbecominguncomfortablewiththeprayers,hesubtlyinterruptedhim.

"ThanksPaul,it'salright.Letmecallherforyou."

Paulunderstoodthewholething"Okaysir,I'llappreciatethat."Hewentfurther

prayingquietlyinhisspirit.

Orelaidsprawledonherbed,shewasworriedandsickofthewholething..

ShewasmutteringsomewordsofprayerwhenTolucamein.

"Hisweet!Paulishere."

Oredidnotreply.

"Youheardme,Paulisheretoseeyou."

"Heretoseeyourwifewhohasabrainturmoilright?"

Tolugiggled"Common!Iwasright...It'sjustthatyouhavenotlostyourbrainyet?"

Orewasshocked"Areyouokayatall?YouaresickTolu!Idetestyou!"

Toludrewhertohimself,kissedherforcefullyforsomeminutesandwhispered"I

detestyoumore..."toherears..

"Letgoofme,youdevil!"Orewithdrewherselffromhim...
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"Okay!I'msorrymyqueen.Forgivethisdevil,pleasemybrotheriswaitingfor

you."

OrehissedandwenttomeetPaul.

"HiPaul!"

"Oh,SisterOre...Howareyouandhowisyourhealthnow?"

"Fine,thankyoubro.Howaboutyou?"

"I'mfinetoo,mybrothertoldmeeverythingma.Pleasebefineforus,welove

you!"

Oresmiledweakly,shewishedshecouldopenuptohimbutsheheldback."Thank

you!I'mgrateful."

"Wehavealottotalkaboutma,I'lltrycallingyouoneofthesedays."

"Ihopealliswell?"Oreaskedoutofcuriosity.

"Yesma"..

Okay,noproblem.Tillthen"
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Chapter9

PaulgothomethatnightandsentamessagetoOreonWhatsapp,itreads"Good

eveningma,howareyoufeelingnow?"

Hewaitedtogetareplyfromherbeforehesentanotherorcallher.Heknewhow

smartTolucanbeandhewouldn'twanthimsuspiciousofanything.

Afterfifteenminutes,Orereplied"Thanksdearbrother.Iamverywellnow."

Paulreplied"Okaygood,canIcalltohearyourvoicema..?"

"Sure,thankssomuch."Orereplied..

PaulcalledtogreetOrejusttobesureToluhasgoneout.

"Okay,I'llsendsomemessagestoyounow,pleaseensureyoudeleteour

discussionsimmediatelyaftereachchat,don'twaituntilwefinishchattingma.

Please,it'sforyoursafetyandmineaswell."

"Okay"Orequicklydeletedthechatandrepliedhim."Ijustdidthat,I'mreally

eagertohearwhatyouwanttotellme."

Paultyped"Good!CanyourememberwhathappenedontheveryfirstdayIcame

toyourhouselastyear?"

"Youmeanthedayyouplayedoneofmyfavoritessongs? PeacebyPeterson?"
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"Oh!good!Yesma.Wasthatwhyyoucriedthatday?"Paulwascurious?

"Yes,IplaythatsonganytimeI'mindistressorinapoorstateofmind.Let'snot

drift,whathappened..,"Orewasbecomingimpatient..

"Ioverheardeverythingmybrothertoldyou,priortothattime,Ihaveseenhim

practisingoccultisminmydreamonthreedifferentoccasionsbeforethewedding.."

"Wow!Hmm..Thatiswhatmyhusbanddoes..He'saslowkiller.It'sbeenhellsince

Igotmarried.Paul,hestoppedmefromgoingtochurchandholdingmytalk-

shows..Iwasequallybannedfromgoingforministrations.Withinoneyear,Ihave

beendeprivedoftheopportunitytoministerinsixdifferentcountries,Ihavelost

thenumberofinvitesIrecievedtoministerinNigeria,thatcameinlastyear.Tolu

killedmyvision.."Oresobbedasshetyped..

"BrotherToluuuu,hmm.Sis,becalm.Idon'twanthimtoknowanything.Satanis

wisebutGodiswiser.ThewisdomofGodisgreaterandthatiswhatwewillapply

here.Remember2Corinthians10:3-5.Now,Ineedyoutobestrong.First,Stop

lockingyourselfupagain,cheerup,lookgood,takecareofthehome.Don'tallow

himmakeyourmealsagain!Takeover,confusionisdisturbancetotheenemy,let

himbedisturbed.Second,don'tprayagaininhishouse.SisterOre,yousold

yourselftomybrotherandyouareunderhiscovering.Anyattempttoprayinhis

housewillbounceback,ifatallyouwanttopray,pleadforGod'smercy.Invoke
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themercyofGodonly.YourhusbandisaSatanistandthedemonsinchargeofhis

househaveauthorityoverit,itistheirlegalground.WhatamIdrivingat?Beginto

goout.Gotothemallsoften,beach,cinemaandopenplaceswherehewon'tsmell

afish.Youcanusetheirtoiletsforprayers,youcanprayatthebeach,youcanas

wellengageme.I'llpraywithyouoverthephone.Letusbeginwiththat.I'm

gratefultoGodthathedoesnotbeatyou,thatwouldhavebeenworse.Withthese,

Ibelievewe'llbegintoseeresult."

Orewasrelieved,shefoundherloststrengthcomingback."ThankyouLordJesus,

thankyousomuchPaul.Idonottakethisforgranted.Godblessyou!."

"AlltoJesusma,Ineedtogonow.Pleasedon'tforgettodeleteourconversation.

Godblessyouma.".

OredidjustasPaulsaid.Shethenwentstraighttothebathroom.Assoonasshe

wasdonebathing,sheworesomethingcasualbutnice,herjoyhadreturnedand

shewouldn'ttradeitforanythingagain.Asshewasaboutleavingherbedroom,she

saidtoherself"OneoftheevidencesofaChristianlife,isjoyamidsttrialsand

temptations!"ShehurriedintotheKitchentopreparedinner.

Afterawhile,TolureturnedfromtheMall,heactuallywenttogetsomegroceries

forthehome.HewalkedintotheKitchenandwasshockedtomeetOredancing

whilepreparingdinner.
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"Hello!!!"Hegreeted..

"Himydarlinghusband,youareback..Welcome"Orecleanedherhandswiththe

napkinshewasholdingandhuggedhim..

Toluwascurious,hemarvelled.."Hmm!Whatsgoingonhere?"

"Dinner!Dinner!!!!I'mmakingyourfavoritetonight..PastaandColeslawwith

Gizdodo"

Shesmiledwidely..

Tolusighed,heseemednottobereallyinterestedinwhatshewassaying"Errrmm,

thanksbabybutIamsurprisedtomeetyouthisway,thiswasnothowIleftyou."

OreleanedontheKitchencabinet,"Toluwanimi,wehavebeenmarriedforayear

nowandit'sbeenlikehellsinceIcameinallbecauseIwasn'treadytodoyour

wish.SoIthoughtofit,you'vebeennicetomeregardless,Ican'tcontinuethisway,

thatiswhyIchoosetofollowtheHolyScripturethatsays"Wives,submitunto

yourownhusbands."Iwilldoyourwish,Iwilldowhatyouwant.Idon'teven

haveachoiceanylongerbecauseitistoolate."

Toluwasspeechless,hewantedtocrybuthelditback.Orenoticedbutignored.

Sheturnedtoherhusband"Foodisready,GofreshenupwhileIserveyourfood."
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"Iamnothungry."Toluslammedthedoorbehindhimandwentintohisroom.

OrearrangedtheKitchentoensureeverythingwaskeptinplacebeforeshewentto

herhusbandbutshewassurprisedtomeethimcrying.

"Whatisthematter?"Oreaskedcalmly

"Don'tworryaboutme,dear.I'llbefine."

"ButIshouldworry.Iamyourwife,remember?"Shesaid,placingherhandson

herchest.

"Sitdown,Ore."Toluadjusted..

"Okay...Sowhatisthematter?"

"Ifeelterrible,Ore.IhatebeingwhoIamtodaybutit'sjusttoolate."Hepaused

andcontinued"Itallstartedinmyearlyuniversitydays.Iwasonly20whenIgot

initiatedintooccultismbymyroommate.Iwasintodrugsearlier,Istarteddoing

drugssinceIwasinsecondaryschoolbutitwashiddentomyparents.

Iattendnightclubstoo,theonlythingIdidn'tdowastowomanize.Icaredso

muchaboutwomenthatIhatetomaltreatthem.

MycarelesslivingatschoolservedasanencouragementtoFelix(Myroommate)

toluremeinevenwhenIsaid"No!"ItriedallIcouldtocomebacktoGodbutI
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wasthreatened,whoiswillingtodie?Ihadnooptionbuttoremaininthe

confraternity.

ThiscontinueduntilIgraduatedandcamehereformyMasters.AfterI'dspenta

year,ImetKelvin,aBritishman,oneofthebestengineeringstudentsinclass.We

becameintimatefriends,alongtheline,onethingledtoanotherandIwasbrought

intotheclique.Ore,mycraveforfameandmassivewealthwasthereasonwhyI

fell,IwasneverseriouswithGodlikePaul."Hesobbedbitterly.

Oresighedandheldhishands.Hecontinued"Darling,Iamsorryforhurtingyou.

Forgivemefordeceivingyou.WhenIwasassignedtobringyoudown,Ionly

soughtforawaytolureandwasteyou.Ineverlovedyoubutmyloveforyougrew

fivemonthsafterwegotmarried.ItwasthenIrealizedthatImarriedaprecious

woman.IamreallysorryforallthatIhavedonetoyou,pleaseforgiveme.IwishI

couldturnbackthehandsoftimebutit'stoolate.Mymasterisataskmaster.His

biddings,Imustdo,Pleaseforgiveme."

Orecouldnotresisttheurgetocry,shestruggledhardtoholdthembackbutthey

pouredeffortlessly.

"Butwhywillyoudie?Tolu!YoucanturnbacktoGodnowthatyouarestill

alive.."Orebroughthisheadtoherchestandconsoledhim.

"LordJesus,helpme.."Toluwhispered..
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Orewasamused"Wow!Tolu!YoujustmentionedJesus.

"DidI?"

"Yes!Youdid!

"Idon'twanttodothis,it'slate.I'llonlyworsenthewholethingifIdo."Tolu

withdrewfromOreandwipedhistearswiththenapkinonhisbed.

"It'snottoolate,honey.Jesussavesandyouknowit."

"Shhhh!JustforgivemeDarling.Iamsorry."Heplantedakissonherforehead.

Ore'smoodchanged,shefeltdisappointed."ButTolu,youcan."

Toluplacedafingeronherlips."It'sokay.IactuallywantedSemolinaanda

vegetablesoupfordinnerbutsinceyou'vestressedyourselftomakemyfavorite,

I'lleatyourfood.Letusgo."HeliftedOrewhowasfeelingreluctantfromthebed.

"Ihavelostmyappetiteforfood,Idon'tfeellikeeatinganything."Orereplied,sad.

"ThenI'llspoonfeedyou!"
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***

PaulcalledhisdadtotellhimofthehappeningsinTolu'shouse.

"MyLordJesus!Myownson."

"Daddy,calmdown.MyselfandhiswifehavestartedprayersandIbelieveGod

willintervene."Paultriedcalminghisdad.

"Whatledhimintothismess,whobroughthimintothis?"MrDamijowasreally

disappointed.

"Dad,Idon'tknoweitherbutallIknowisGodwilldosomething."

"Ibelieve.Godcan.ToluwanimiisforGod,yourmotherandIdedicatedhimto

God.ThedevilcannothavehimbecauseheisGod'sproperty."Hisdadsaid.

"Yessir..So,let'sjustkeepprayingdad.Godisincontrol."

"Amen."

"Dad,Ihavetogonow,I'lltalktoyoulater.Pleasegivemyregardstomummy."

"I'lldothat.Goodbyeson."

AweekafterGracearrivedatLondon,shecalledOre.

OrehadtriedcallingGrace'sNigerianlineontheverydayhermumgavethe
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numbertoherbutallshegotwas,Grace'snumber,notreachable.

Aweeklater,Orewasbusyreadingthebibleonherphone,whenacallcamein.

Sheisnotfamiliarwiththenumberbutshepickedit.

"Hello!"Asoftfemalevoicespokefromtheotherend.

Orewasmorethanhappy,sheknewitwasGrace."Gracey...."

"Howareyou?"

"I'mfine,mymumcalledlastweekandtoldmeyouarecomingtosettledownhere,

whereareyou?"

GracewassurprisedtohearOre,speakwithherinafriendlymanner,it'sovera

yearandsomemonthssincetheytalked."Ehnehn!Youreallycaretoknow?Don't

bother,justsendmethedetailsofyouraddressandI'llreachyou."

Wow,I'dappreciatethat.Thankyousomuch."

"Allright,talktoyoulater.
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Chapter10

LaurawasmorelikeOre'sreplacement.Shedidverywellinherministry.

ThousandsofpeoplefollowedheronYoutubeandothersocialmediahandles.

OreknewLauratobeGrace'scousinbuttheyweren'tclosefriends,theyonly

talkedonceinawhile.

She'sbeenfollowingLaura'sonlineministrationsandit'sbeenablessingtoher.

Aftershe'dcalledGrace,shequicklyloggedonYoutubetolistentoLaura's

ministration.Abouttwentyfiveminuteslater,GracewasalreadyatOre'shouse.

AllOrecoulddowascrywhenshesawGrace.

"Itiswell!StopcryingOre,itiswell."Graceconsoled,assheembracedher.

"Grace,IwishedI'dlistenedtoyou"Shesobbed.

"Ore,becalm.Godunderstands.TheLordbroughtmeherebecauseofyou,Idon't

knowwhatexactlyitisyouaregoingthroughbutweareinthistogether.

Everythingwillbefine"Graceassuredher.

Orewascurious"Godbroughtyouherebecauseofme?How?"

"Dearfriend,youaretheappleofHiseyesyouknow?Hecaresaboutyou."
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Orestoodupandopenedhermouthwideaghast.Gracewasconfused.

"Areyouokay?"Sheasked.

"Grace,weneedtogetoutofherefirst.Thedemonslivingwithusare

sophisticateddemons.."Orerushedtothediningtableforhercarkeys..

"Idon'tunderstand,how?"

"You'llunderstandassoonasweareoutofhere."

Orepickedafewthingsshewouldbeneeding."WaitOre!Icamewithmycar."

"Okay."shedroppedherkeysandwentinGrace'scar.

AssoonastheygottoanEatery,Gracebroughtthecartoahaltandthetwo

walkedin.Oreorderedforsnacksandsoftdrinks.Theytooktheirseatstodiscuss.

"Ore,youstillhaven'ttoldmewhatisgoingon?"Gracewasdisturbed,Ore's

strangereactionthrewheroffbalance.

Oreexhaled"Grace,I'mmarriedtoaSatanist."

Gracecouldn'tbelieveherears."Sorry,comeagain..?"

"Toluwani,myhusband,isaSatanist."
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"What?!"Gracescreamed,shequicklycoveredhermouthwithherpalmstoavoid

creatingascene.

Orecontinued"It'sbeenlikehellsincewegotmarried.Forgoodoneyear,I

becameashadowofmyself."Orewentfurthertotellhereverything.

"Wow!!!Thisisserious!"IsawitOrebutIneverknewitwasthisserious."

"Thedeedhasbeendone,allIneedisGod'smercy.Atthispoint,Iamreadyto

fight."

"Yes!Exactlymythought.Youcannotaffordtocompromise.Paulissucharare

brotherin-law,Imustsay."

"Yes,I'mgratefultoGodforPaul."

"Ore,listen,Tolu'scareisfalse.Heisonlycalmbecauseyouarenotdoing

anythingtostophim.Maybehelovesyoubutheloveshismastermore.Listento

me,atthistimebeprayerful!BegintoprayforthesalvationofTolu'ssoul.Carry

thepresenceofGodeverywhereandgivenoroomtodefeat."Graceadvised.

"ThatwasexactlywhatPaulsaid,wejustinformedhisparentsandwe'vestarteda

movement.WeconnectonWednesdaysinthespirittopray."

"Good!Ore,bythespecialgraceofGodyouwillnotlose!Wait.Yousaid

somethingaboutdonatingbabies,Ihopeyouhavenotdonethatyet?"
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"No,IguessGodisnotallowingit.Ihavenotconceivedsincewegotmarried."

"Good.Soletuspray"Gracesoundedrelieved.

Theyheldtheirhandstopray,theyhadn'tprayedforfiveminuteswhenawhite

maninablueT-shirtandshortscametointerruptthem.HelookedatOreintheeye

andsaid"Youthinkyouaresmart?Youarenot!"

OreandGraceweresurprised.Itwasastrangescene,themansmileddevilishly

andwalkedaway.

"IpleadthebloodofJesus!WearecoveredinJesus'name."Gracebegantopray.

Orecouldn'tpray,feargrippedher.

Graceheldherhandsandtoldhertoconfess2Tim1:7"Ihavenotreceivedthe

spiritofbondageagaintofear,butthespiritoflove,powerandsoundmind.Inthe

nameofJesus."

Ore'sphonebeeped,Toluwascalling.

"Wow,pickyourcall"GracesaidtoOre.

Oreshrugged.

"Pleasedo,hearwhathehastosay."

Orereluctantlypickedthecall..."Hello!"
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"Whereareyou?!"Tolusoundedangry

"Iamwithmyfriend,Grace."

"Grace???atwhere?"

"Somewheresafe."

"Isthatananswertomyquestion?"

"Tolu,pleaseletmebe."

"Listen,ifIcomedownthere,I'dbeforcedtodomyworse."

"Doyourworse!"Orehungthecall.

"Youshouldn'thavesaidthat,youneedpatiencedear.Nowgetupandletusgo."

Gracestoodup.

"I'llgohomebutdon'tgowithme.Thatguyisdangerous."Orepickedherphone

andpursetoleave

Graceheldherback"ButIinsist."

"Nottoworry,dearI'llbefine."

Gracetookherhandsoffher"Well,ifyousayso."

Orewalkedoutoftheeaterytogetacab,whileshewaited,shesightedTolu'scar
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fromafaranddodged.Toluhadseenher,hespedupandcaughtupwithher.

"Nowgetintothecar!"Hescreamed!

"Iamnotgoinganywhere,I'llcomeinacab."Orescreamedlouder.

Toluwasfurious,hedraggedherintothecaranddrovehome.

HehadtheintentiontobeatherwhentheygethomebutwasheldbackbyPaul,

whowasalreadywaitingforthetwotoreturn.

****

Toluhadnorestrictionsinmeetingwithhisfellowoccultsphysicallyand

spiritually.Thriceineachyear,hetravelledforaweek,toattendtheirquarterly

meetingswithLuciferfarawayfromhome.

Twiceinaweektheymeetintheirmeetinghall,todeliberateonissues.Thehall

waslocatedintheoutskirtofalittletowninWales.It'scalled,'Mysteriouscity'a

placewherespiritualists(Witches,Wizards,enchanters,necromanzers,palm

readers,starreadersetc.)gathertodotheirsatanicacts.

Toluhadhisclique.Theyweretwelveinnumber,alldressedinagoldencoloured

robeandpurple.Onthealtar,wasacenser,humanskulls,skeletons,crystalballs

andsatellitedishes.
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Onaslaughterslabwaslaid,bodiesofbabieswhohadjustbeensacrificedto

Luciferasaresultoftheabortionscommittedbytheirmothers..Inthemidstofthe

twelve,wastheirleader,thethirdincommandoftheconfraternityTolubelonged.

Oneofthecultmembers,Milianhadcaughttheirprey(Ore)prayinginanEatery,

hetookittothemeetingandToluwassummonedbeforethegeneralmeeting.

"Forawhilenow,youmessupanytimeyouaregivenanassignment.Youareso

carelessandgoodfornothing"Jack,thethirdincommandsaidtoTolu,looking

furious.

Tolubowedhishead"MyLord,forgiveme.Theladyinmycustody(Hereferredto

Ore)hasbeenahindrancesinceshecamein.Inoticedthisearliertoo."

"Shutup!It'soverayearnow,youhavenotpaidyourvowsandyouarehere

mincingwordstofoolmeyoucursedfellow!Nowlisten,stopthatladyfrom

prayingorgoinganywhere!She'scurrentlybuildingastrongdefense,ifwedon't

strikenow,shemightescape.SheservesamercifulGod,thereisahighpossibility

thatshewouldescape,soweneedtostrike!Getherpregnantontimeanddothe

needful,else,you'dwishyouwereneverborn.Youhavethreeassignmentstocarry

outwithimmediateeffect,failuretocarryouttheassignmentsbeforethedeadline

wouldlandyouintrouble!OneinChina,fourinNigeriaandfiveinGhana."He

arosefromhischairtoreachforhisscepter,hepointedthesceptertooneofthe
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satelitedishes.Hechantedsomewordsandtheimageofayoungman,whoshould

beinhisearlytwentieswasbroughtup.Hebroughtouthislaptoptotrackthe

youngman'slocation.

Hewasseenpreachingtoalargemultitudeofyoungminds.

JackturnedtoTolu"Thismanisaterrortoourkingdom.Forawhilenow,he

snatchedthousandsofsoulsfromus.Heliberatedthemusingthepowerofthat

'Righteousone'allyouneeddo,istoensurehefallsintothesinoffornicationand

killhim!Othersjuststartedtheirministries,Iwantyoutoconfusethemandpull

themdown,asamatteroffact,Iwantsevenofthemtojoinus".

"Ishall,mylord.Please,Iwouldneedthesupportofourmembersinthecountries

youmentionedtomaketheworkverymucheffectivesir."Tolubowed.

JackturnedtoSmithandCalvin,"Iamassigningthebothofyoutoassisthimin

carryingoutthismission.Connectwiththeheadquartersinthementionedcountries

togetthefulldetailsofthispeopleasfastaspossible.Here'sthelistoftheirnames.

BentleyKen,fromChina.

OlatundeJeremiah,JustinaPraise,EsupofoJulius,ChuwuwemekaPeters,from

Nigeria.

PhillipsOforo,ShuiabSelena,KhalidMicheal,PriscilliaKofi,ArmstrongJumau,
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fromGhana."HehandedthefiletoTolu.

"Winterisclose!Thelordofstars,Luciferwouldbemeetingwithussoon.Make

sureyoucomewithyourvows,soyoudon'tseehiswrath."Hecommanded.

Thetwelvestoodandbowedtohim.

****

Toluwasreallytroubledashedrovebackhomeafterfourdaysofbeenawayfrom

home.Orehadnotconceivedsincetheygotmarried,hethoughtofgivingnew

orderswhenhegetshome.

HedroveintohiscompoundandmetOrealreadywaitingtoreceivehim.

"Welcomebackbaby!Imissedyou."Oregrinnedcheerfully.

"Excuseme!"Toluavoidedher.Hedroppedhisbriefcaseonthechairandhurried

intothebathroomtoshower.Afterhe'dafiveminuteshower.Hewentintothe

roomandsentatexttoOrewhowasbusyreadinginthelibrary.

Itreads"Joinmenow!"

Orewentintothebedroomandshutthedoorbehindher.

"Welcome!"TolusatonthestoolfacingOre'sdressingmirror.

"Ore,soyou'vebeenfoolingmeallthiswhile?"
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"Idon'tunderstand."

"Shutup!youliar."Tolublurted.

Oresighedheavily"Iamsorry!"

"Shutup!Youthinkyoucanwinmeback?Youarefoolingyourself.Youthink

youcanplaysmart?Youlie!Soyoupray?Ore,yougoouttopraytoyourGod?"

Tolu'sfacechanged,hewasinrage.

"IamsorryTolubutIcan'timaginemylifewithoutJesus,IcannotignoreGodfor

days,itkillsme!"

"Shutup!"Tolulandedaslaponhercheeks.

Orestaggeredandsobbed.

"Howdareyou?Youhavethegutstostandbeforemeandtellmenonsense,you

arestupid!"

"But...IamsorryTolu...Ican'tjustlivewithout…"Toluslappedheragain.

"Shutup!"Hebegantohitherangrily.

"Youthinkyoucanfoolme,Ineedyoutogetpregnant.Youneedtogivememy

right!Weneedthatchild!!!Ore.!!!!!!!."Hescreamedangrily.
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Orekeptscreaming"LordJesus,helpme."

Toluthrewheronthebedandsleptforcefullywithher.

Anhourandsomeminutesafterthefight,Toluwasdeeplysorryforhisact.He

kneltbeforeherandpleadedforforgiveness.

"Honey,pleaseforgiveme,Idonotmeantohurtyou.Iamsorry.”Hefellshortof

words.

Oredidnotutteraword,shestooduptoleaveforthebathroom.

Tolurushedtoholdherback,"Iamreallysorrydear,Iamsorry.Youpushedmeto

thewall.Itwasn'tplanned,Iwastensed."

Oredidnotreplyhimstill,shepulledaway.

Toluheldherfirmandkneltbeforeheragain."Pleasewaithoney,letmebathyou.

Whatwillyouliketoeat?I'llgetyouyourdrugs.Iamsorry.Pleaseforgiveme..!"

"Please,takethosehandsoffme.Ibegyou!"Orepleaded.

Tolucouldn'tpersuadeher,helefther.

"Thankyou!"Oreleftthebedroomforanother
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Chapter11

OrecriedallthroughthenightpouringherhearttoGod.Herbodyachedmoreas

shecried,shedidn'tjustfeelphysicalpains,hersoulwasgrieved.Shewasfilled

withregretassheknelttopray.ShepleadedforGod'smercyandhelp.Whenshe

finishedprayingaround3:30a.m.inthemorning,shecalledGracetoshareher

plightwithher.

"What?!Mygoodness.Sorrydear."Graceconsoledheroverthephone.

"Thankyou!"Oresobbed.

"Iamreallysorry,Ihopeyouwerenotbadlyinjured?"

"Myback,shouldersandthighshurts."Orewasinpains.

"Whatdowedonow?HaveyoucalledPaul?"

"It'sbecomingtoofondofme,Idon'twanttotroublehim."

"Common,Iunderstandbuttrycallinghim.IapologizeonTolu'sbehalf.Please

don'tbecrossedwithhim,letusnotrelent.Wejusthavetokeeppraying."

"ThankyousomuchGrace,Iamgrateful."

"Youarewelcome.Ithoughtwe'dbeseeingtodaybutwiththelookofthings,I

don'tthinkso.IwouldbetravellingbacktoNigeriaforLaura'swedding,nextweek.
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Iwillbebackinamonth'stime."

"Icelebratewithher,Iwishhermaritalbliss."Orereplied.

"Thankyoudear,makesureyoucallPaul.I'llalwaysrememberyouinmyprayers.

Pleasetakecareofyourself,I'lltrytocomeseeyoubeforeIleave."

"Thanksdarling,Iwill."

"Pleaserelaxnow,I'llcallyoulaterintheday.Bye."

"Alrightdear,bye!"OrehungthecallandcalledPaul.

"I'mreallysorryma.Pleaseforgivehim.Bestrongforyourself,yourhomeandus.

Wedocareaboutyou."PaulfeltreallysorryforOre.

"Thankyou."Shesobbedterribly.

"I'llcomecheckonyoutomorrow,itiswellwithyouinJesus'name."Paulsaida

fewwordsofprayerandendedthecall.

(Fouryearslater)

OrehadbeenfeelingfunnyforawhileandTolunoticed,buthethoughtitwasdue

tothestresshehasbeengivingher.Againstallodds,Oreremainedstrong.Paul

andGracealsostoodbyherthroughthickandthin.

Shesensedshewaspregnantbutwenttothehospitaltoconfirm,theresultcame
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outanditwaspositive.Orecouldn'tbelieveherears,atfirstshewashappytohear

thatshe'scarryingababybutshehadaconniptionwhensherememberedthe

dangerthatawaitsherselfandthebaby.Shethankedthedoctor,wentintohercar

andcalledGrace.

"Wow!ThankyouJesus!."Gracewasreallyhappytohearthegoodnews.

"Yeah,thankJesusbutGraceI'mscared.Mybabyisnotsafe."Orebegantocry.

"It'salrightOre,stopcrying.Godbroughtthechildatthistimeforagoodpurpose.

TheLordwillprotecthim.AreyoustrongenoughtocomeovertomyhouseorI

shouldcomepickyou? Iwantyoutoresthereforawhile."Graceadvised.

"Thankyou,nottoday.We'llseetomorrow,IneedtoreachPaul."

"Oh!That'sgood.Pleasetreadcarefully,handleourbabywithcareo"Graceteased.

Oresmiledweakly,"Eseun(thankyou).I'llcallyoulater."Shehungupandthrew

herphoneontheseatnexttoher.

ShegottoPaul'sapartmentfeelingwornoutalready.Shepressedthedoorbelland

Paulusheredherin.

"Welcomema,pleasecomein."Paultookherhandbagandheldherhands"You

lookreallyexhausted."Paulusheredhertoaseat.
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Oretookherseat"Thankyoubro,IamdeeplygratefultoGodforthegiftofyou.I

wonderwhatwouldhavehappenedtomeifnotforGodandyou."

"Pleasehavethisma."Heofferedheraglassofwater"Common!AlltoJesus,

sisterOre.Youhavebeenawonderfulsistertoo,Icouldn'thaveaskedforabetter

sisterin-law.Igotyourmessageandit'sthereasonwhyyouarehere,Iknowright.

So,talktomema."

"Ihavebeenfeelingfunnyforamonthnow,soIwenttothehospitalandIwas

testedpositive."

Pauljumpedup"Youmean,youarepregnantnowma?"

Orenoddedinapproval.

"Wow!ThankyouLordJesus!SisterOre,putyourmindatrestbecauseIknow

youareworriedalready.Nothingisgoingtohappentothebaby."

"Youthinkso?Myhusbandwillfindouteventuallyandwasteit!"Hervoice

soundedshaky.

"IrenounceitinJesus'name.SisterOre,Jesuswillprotectourbaby."Hepaused

andsoliloquized"LeadusHolySpirit,howdowegoaboutthis....Okay!"Heturned

toOre.

"Thisisit:findawaytodiscardthetestresult,mybrothermustnotseeit.Pretend
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asthoughyouarenotcarryinganything,Iknowitisdifficultmabutyoucanfeign

itfornow.I'llinformourparentsandIwantyoutoinformyourmomtoo.You'd

alsobeneedingavisa...Nextmonth,we'llbeginwiththeprocessing…"

"Towhere?"Oreaskedoutofcuriosity.

"BacktoNigeriama,beforehefindsout.Youknowheisveiled,hecando

anythingatthispoint."

"Lord,I'mjustsorryforeverything.I'msorryforwalkingoutofyourplanforme,

thisistooheavyforme.Pleasesaveme."Oresobbed.

"SisterOre,stopthisplease.Idon'twantyoutoworryaboutanythingma.Itisfora

reason.Although,yourbeginningisworsebutyouwilllaughlast."Paulconsoled

her.

"ThankyouPaul,I'lldoexactlywhatyousaid."

"Godblessyouma,letuskeeppraying.Godisincontrol."

Orepickedherbag"Ineedtobeonmywaynow,Toluwouldbeexpectingmeby

now."

"Okayma."Paulwalkedhertothecarandbadehergoodbye.

****
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Tolufoundhimselfonalargefield.Inthemiddleofthefieldwasabigmangotree.

Theleavesonthetreesweregreenandhealthy,thetreehadthreeunripemangoes

onit.Toluclimbedaladdertoplucktheunripefruitsintoabasket,assoonaswas

donepluckingthefruits,hebegantocutoffthebranches,heensuredthatallthe

brancheswerebroughtdownbeforehecameofftheladder.Hethenemptiedthe

mangoesontheground,hewasaboutsmashingthefirstonewithhisfootwhenhis

secretaryknockedonthetable.

Tolubegantopant,"So?Whatdowant?"

"Goodafternoonsir,it'stimetogohome."Hissecretarysaid.

"Thankyou!Youcanleavenow."

"Iseverythingfinesir?"

"Nevermind,youcanleavenow."

Hissecretarywalkedout.

"Oh!itwasadream.!Hemuttered.

Tolugothomedepressed.

Hedroppedhiscarkeysonthetableandcalledathiswife"Sweetheart!Areyou

home?"Therewasnoresponse.Hehoppedonthestairsandwalkedbrisklyintothe
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bedroom,Orewasnotthere,hecheckedthethreeotherrooms,shewasn'ttheretoo.

Hecalledherphone,itwasnotreachable.HecheckedtheKitchen,shewasn'tthere

aswell.

"Huuuh!"Hesighed..."Whereisthiswoman?"

HewentintotheKitchen,gulpeddownaglassofcoldwater.Hethenremovedhis

blazerandlaidonasofainthelivingroom.

Thedreamhehadathisofficeflashedback,"I'mtroubled"hesaidtohimselfand

pickedhisphonetocallPaul.

Hedroppedthephoneandcontemplatedonwhetherornotheshouldcallhim.

"DoIneedthis?"Heputhisphoneawayandsleptoff.

Twohoursafterhe'dreturned,Orecamein.Shehadgoneforaprayermeetingwith

GraceandPaul.

ShefoundTolusleepingwhenshecamein.Shetip-toedstraighttotheKitchento

preparedinner.Theyrecentlyhadasharpquarrelandshewasn'tinfordrama,so

shehurriedlypreparedhisfood,servedhisdinnerandwokehimup.

"Tolu,wakeup..,yourfoodisready."

"Ihavebeenawakeforsometimenow,I'mjustdown."Tolusaidinalowtone.
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Orewassurprised,"Toluleftthehomeangryandhe'scalmnow?"Shethought.

"Sorrydear,yourfoodisgettingcold."Shepackedhisclothes,shoesandbriefcase.

"Ineedtorelaxmyhead,pleasemakesureyoueatyourfood."Shepeckedhimand

wentupstairs.

ToluwatchedOreasshewalkedupthestairs.Assoonasshewasgoneoutofsight,

hewenttothedinning.

Toluseemednottothehavetheappetiteforfood.Hewasoverwhelmedwith

worries.Hepushedthefoodawayandthought.

"WhatisthisIhavegottenmyselfinto.Formonthsnow,it'sbeentough.NowI

havebeenthreatenedtodelivermyassignmentbutmywifeisnotbringingforth."

Hepaused"Somyinnocentwifeandchildrenwillhavetopayforthismess...Haa!

I'dbeleftaloneafterwardswithoutawifeandchildren?HaaTolu!Thenightmares

I'vebeengettingthesedaysareevenworse.FirstIwasbeatingtheair,nowitis

arrrgh!"Hetightenedhisfists."ImissthosedayswhenIinterpreteddeepdreamsto

myparents,ImissthosedayswhenIhadpeaceofmind.,Imiss..Imiss..Oh...Lord

Jesus,Iknowitistoolatebutsavemywife.Lord,Iwantababy,Iwon'tmind

layingmylifedowninhisplace.I'msorry!"Hewipedhistearyeyeswiththeback

ofhispalms.Hetriedeatingbutcouldn't.Heclearedthedinningandreturnedthe

foodtotheKitchen.
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HewentupstairstojoinOreintheroomandmethersleeping.Hestrokedherhair

withhishandsandwhispered"Pleaseforgiveme.Iloveyoudearly."Heknelt

beforehisbedasthoughhewanttopraybutheheardavoicebehindhim.

"Ifyoudaretoleave,Iwillnotonlykillyourchildren.Iwillkillyouandyour

wife!!"

Toluquicklybowed"Iamsorrymylord,Idon'tmeantodothat.Itwasamistake.

Suchwillnotrepeatitselfagain."

Animagelikeadarkshadowappearedtohim,"Youthinkyoucanstillbeforgiven

bytheRighteousOne?No!Youaremine,allyourpossessionsaremine,youhave

winedanddinedwithme.Ihaveliftedyou,youareoneofmyclosestprotégés.I

ownyou!Anyattempttoleavemewillonlydestroyyou."

Tolushivered,hebegantosweatprofusely"Iwon'tdare.Iamsorry."Hepleaded.

"IhavealottosaybutI'llpendittilltomorrow,whenIwillbemeetingwithmy

cohortsfromthefourcornersoftheearth."Theimagesaidangrilyanddeparted.

Toludidnotlifthisfacestill"Forgivememylord.Iamsorry."

****

Orestartedhertravellingprocessinglate,shewaitedfortwoextramonthsbefore

shebeganwiththeprocessing.Atthattime,shewasfourmonthsgonebutitwas
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notshowingonher.Sheonlyputonalittleweightandlookedmore

beautiful.Whenhervisawasready,sheinformedGraceandPaul.Shewouldleave

forNigeriainaweek'stimebuttheplanswashiddenfromTolu.

(Oneweeklater)

ToluwasplanningtoattendthemeetingwithhiscliqueatWales,whileOretoo

wassecretlyplanningtoleaveforNigeria.

WednesdaycameandToluleftforthethreedaysmeeting.Onthethirddaywhile

Orehadgottenherstuffreadytoleave,hercasewasbroughtupatthemeeting.

Jack,theleaderspokeangrilytoTolu"Youcowardandfoolishman,thatwomanis

fourmonthspregnantandyouareyettosacrificethefoetus."

Toluwasstunned"Pregnant?How?Idon'tunderstand."HeturnedtoKelvin(The

manwhobroughthimin)"Idon'tunderstand."Kelvinignored.

Jackgotmoreinfuriated"Listen,thatladyisabouttoescapeandyouneedtostop

her!Elseyouwillpaydearlyforit.Gorightnowandstopher."

LondonisquitefarfromWales,it'sa4hourand30minutedrivefromWales.

HestormedoutoftheHallandspedoff.

OrehadgottentotheAirportandaboardaplanetoNigeriabeforeTolugothome.
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HerushedinandsearchedtheentirehouseforOrebutshewasnowheretobe

found."Ohgoodness!!!!Wheredidshegoto?"

HepacedangrilyandcalledPaul.

Paulsmiledwhenhisbrother'scallcamein,hewasexpectingit.

"Hellobrother!"Paulsaidcalmly.

Tolupantedheavily"HiPaul,ismywifewithyou?"

"Nosir,she'snothere!"

"Haaaaaaa!I'llcallyouback."

Iseverythingokaysir?"Paulteased.

"Don'tworry,bye!"

HerushedintoOre'sprivateroomandsearchedherdiaryforGrace'snumber...he

didn'tfindit.AllhisefforttoknowOre'smovementprovedfutile."

Hesmashedhisphoneonthefloorangrily.Hedidn'trealizeitsscreenhadbroken

untilhestretchedtoreachforitaftersomeminutes



THEUNVEILLING

117

Chapter12

"What'sallthese?"Hestompedofftothegarage.

HesearchedforOre'scar,itwasthere.HethoughtofgoingtoGrace'shousebut

wasscared."Thatladyisdangerous,shecarriessomething."

Hewastotallyconfusedonwhattodo.Hepacedaroundthecompoundand

eventuallyleftforPaul'shousearound9:30pminthenight.

PaulhadjustfinishedprayingwhenTolubargedin.

Paulwasamazed,hewonderedwhyhisbrotherwouldbargeintohishousewithout

knocking"Bro!Ihopeeverythingisfine."

Toluexhaledfuminginanger"Paul!Iamnotjokinghere,isOreherewithyou?"

"Bigbro,calmdown.Yourwifeisnothere.Iwon'tlietoyou."

"Paul,yousawmywifetoday,yesorno?"

"Ohwell!"Paulstuttered

Tolunowtensed"Speakup!Paul.Youwouldn'twanttodenyyourGod...Doyou?"

Paulraisedhisbrows."Ohwow!MyGod?HeisnotyourGod?"

"SparemethestoriesPaul,youknowwhoIam,sosavethestories!Listen,heis
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yourGodnotmine.Rightnow,Ineedmywife!Iwanttoseeher.Iknowyou

plannedthiswiththatdirtyladycalledGrace."

Paulmarvelled,hewasshocked!"BrotherTolu?Whywillyoudie?!"

TolustormedangrilyintotheKitchenandreturnedwithaknife.

Paulcouldn'tmoveaninch,hewentonhiskneels.

"Paul,Icankillyou!Asamatteroffact,Iamreadytowasteyou.Nowtellme,

whereismywife?"

"Sh...She...IsinNigeria!"Hestammered..

"Nigeria?!Paul!!!!!"Toluwasabouttostabhimbutastrongforceheldhimback,

hishandswereheavy,hecouldnotmovehisfeeteither.PaulknewtheHolyGhost

hadarrestedhim,hequicklyranoutofthehousetoasafeplace,assoonashegot

there,hecalledhisdadandtoldhimallthattranspiredbetweenhimandTolu.

"BookyourflighttoNigeria,firstthingtomorrowmorning!Staywhereyouareand

becautious.."MrDamijorepliedoverthephone.

"Thankyoudad,pleasedon'tforgettopickherupat5a.mtomorrow."

"IwillnotforgetbyGod'sgrace.Doyouthinkit'ssafeforhertostayherewith

us?"
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"Yesdad,thatiswhatIwant.SisterOreistheonlydaughterofherparent.I

wouldn'twantustojeopardizehermum,soletherstaywithusforawhile.We'll

talkmoreonthatwhenIcome.IshouldbeathomelatestonSaturday."

"Allrightson,yourmomwantstospeakwithyou."

MrDamijohandedthephonetohiswife.

"Hellomydear,glorybetoJesusforthedeliverance.Pleasecomehomeontime,I

knowToluwillbeallright.TheLordJesuswillvisithim."Shesobbed.

"Mom,it'sokay.Cryingisnotimportantaspraying.Allweneedisyourprayers.

Everythingwillbefinema."

"Hmm,Ibelieve."MrsDamijoreturnedthephonetoherhusband.

"Paul,befineokay?TheLordwillbewithyou."

"Amen!Thanksdad.Byefornow."Paulendedthecallandknelttopray.

ToluwasheldbackbytheHolySpiritforaboutanhourbeforehewasreleased.

Tolucamebacktohissenses.HetriedimagininghowPaulhadgrownspiritually.

Hefeltbadfortryingtohurthisbrother,hesluggishlywalkedoutPaul'sapartment

andleftforhishouse.

OrearrivedattheAirportinNigeria,earlierthanexpected.Shewaswelcomedby
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herfatherin-lawwhohadbeenwaitingtoreceiveher.Shehuggedhimandbegan

tocry.

Herfatherin-lawwasmovedtotears"It'sallright,dear.Everythingwillbefine."

Heconsoledher.Thetwogotintothecarandwenthome.

Assoonastheygothome,theymetMrsDamijooutsidewaitingforthem.Mrs

DamijowasalreadysobbingwhenshesawOre.Shequicklyembracedandbegan

topether.

"Ore,I'mreallyforsorryeverythingToluhascausedyou.Pleaseforgiveus."

Orecouldn'ttalk,shecriedmore.MrDamijoshookhisheadandwentinwiththe

luggage.

"Let'sgoin,it'sokay."

"Thankyouma."Oresaidweaklyasshewalkedin.

Aftershehadrelaxed,shetoldhermotherin-lawshewouldliketoliketogotoher

parents’house.

"Why?AreyouawarethatPaulwouldbecominghomeonSaturday?"

"Noma."

"Well,Iunderstandyouwon'tbepleasedtostayherewithusbutforyoursafety,
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I'lllikeustodowhatPauladvised."

Oresighed"Okayma,Ineedtocallmymom."

"Yes,pleasedowhileIgotoprepareyourfood."Shepaused"Wait!Areyoutruly

pregnant?"ShestoleglancesatOre.

"Yesma,asamatteroffact,I'mfourmonthsgone."

MrsDamijowasreallysurprised"Youdon'tlooklikeonewithababy!Thisis

marvelous."

Oresmiledweakly"It'sGod."

"Hmm!Begooddear.I'llbebacksoon."

Oreunlockedherphoneandcalledhermum.

"Hello!"

"Hellomummy!"

"Ore?IsthatOre"MrsDaviswasn'texpectingOretocallwithaNigeriannumber.

"Beenimummy.(Yesmummy),Ijustcameinaboutfourhoursago."

"Wow!andyoudidnotinformme?"

"I'msorryma.Itwasunplannedbuteverythingisfine."
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"Ah,IwasscaredwhenIheardyourvoiceo.Sowhenareweseeing?Didyou

comewithyourhusband?"

"Noma,Icamealone.We'lltalkbetterwhenIcomeonMonday."

"Monday?Whynottomorrow?Whereareyou?Letmecomeandseeyou."

"Mummy,don'tworry.Iamquitebusyma,I'llcomeonMonday."

Ore'smumwasdispleasedbutshehadnochoice"Okay,motigbo(Ihaveheard

you.)I'llcallyouagain."

"Thankyouma,byefornow."

"Takecareofyourself,bye."

 ****

Thenextday,ToluwenttoseeKelvin.

"Kelvin,I'mconfused.Ihave,fourmonthsleft."

Kelvinwassorryforhim"Sorryaboutthat.Sowhatareyourplansnow?Howdo

youintendtoknockheroff?"

"Idon'tknowhow!Idon'twhattodo,Ican'tthinkstraight"heshookhisheadwith

hisarmsakimbo.
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"Butweneedtowhackthatchildoutofherbeforeheisborn,elsewemightnotbe

abletoexecuteourplans."Kelvinadvised.

"IlearntsheisnowinNigeriawithmyparents,Iamsuretheyknowwhatisgoing

onalready.Itwillbeverydangerousformetodoanythingnow.It'snotsafeover

there."

"Wow!well,youneedtoactfast!Timeisrunningout"Kelvingavehimapaton

hisshoulderanddeparted.

TolugothomeafterhismeetingwithKelvin,lookingbewildered.Hegotinbedto

sleepbutcouldn't,helaidawakeallnightpuzzlingoverthewholething"WhatdoI

donow?"howdoIgetOre.?"hetossedandturnedonthebed..

Hethenchangedhismindtoconcentrateontheotherassignmentshehas,"Ihave

somemonthstogo,Oreisgoingno-where!I'dgether."Heassuredhimself!
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Chapter13

PaularrivedatNigerialateinthenightonSaturday.

ThefirstpersonheaskedofafterhehadgreetedhisparentwasOre.

"Oh!sheisinherroomsleeping."MrsDamijoreplied..

"Okayma,Ineedtotalktodaddyfirst(PaulreferredtoGod),Hepreservedusover

there."

"Verygood.WeareindebtedtoGod."MrsDamijoleftforherroomtojoinher

husband.

Paulwentintopray,commitingthesoulsofhisbrother'sfamilytoGod.

"Dear,weneedtotalk"MrsDamijosatbesideherhusband..

"Okay."

"It'saboutTolu,arewegoingtowatchhimgointoperdition?"Shelooked

troubled..

"Never!ToluwanimiisforGod."MrDamijosaidconfidently

"Hmm!Justasthenameimplies."

"Ihaveprayedandfasted,whatelsecanwedo?"MrDamijosaidoutoffrustration.
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MrsDamijosnappedgently"Dear,wedon'thavetobewearyatthistime.Weneed

tobringhimbacktoGod.Ifwefailinthetimeofadversity,ourstrengthissmallas

saidbytheHolyBible.TomorrowisSunday,letusbeginafastingandprayer

programmeforthenextsevendays.PaulwilljoinusexceptOrebecauseofher

presentcondition.WeneedtocryouttoGodfordeliverance."

"Good!Iamready.IbelieveGodwillcomeintothesituationandsnatchToluout

fromthekingdomofdarkness.Noneofourchildrenwillbelosttothegripofhell.

Bringyourhandsandletuspray."Thetwoheldtheirhandsandbegantopray.

Aftersometime,OrecameoutforthenightdevotionsandsawPaul.

Shewasreallyhappytoseehim"Paul!Welcome.Thankyousomuch."Oresaid

withaheartofgratitude

Paulembracedher"SisterOre,alltoGodma.I'mgladyouaresafenow."

"I'mindebtedtoyou,thankyousomuch."

"SisterOre,youareindebtedtoGodonly.He'sbehindeverythingma.Gorestfor

nowsoyoucanbestrongtoprayduringthevigil,we'lltalklaterma"

****

OreawokeonMondaymorningfeelingweak,she'djoinedtheDamijo'sinthevigil

heldonSundaybutsinceshehasplannedtovisithermom,shegotintothe
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bathroom,hadherbathandgotdressed.Shethenpackedherbelongingsintothe

livingroomandmadeforhermotherin-law'sroomtotellhershe'dbeleaving.

Sheknockedonthedoor"Mummy,goodmorningma."

"Ore,comeindear."

Orewalkedin,MrsDamijowassurprisedtoseeherdressedalready."Haa,areyou

leavingnow?"

"Yesma,IpromisedmymumthatI'dbecomingtodayandshe'sexpectingme

already."

"Okay,whynotwaitforbreakfast?Ifnotforanything,consideryourhealthandmy

grandchild."

"Mummy,Iamokay.Idon'tevenfeellikeeatinganything."sheshrugged.

"Rarao(no)Youwilleatsomething,I'lldothatnow.Oyawajokokinsarebae

danankantomaje.(Sitdownhere,whileIgotopreparewhatyou'lleat..)"

"Mummy,emase'yonu..(Don'tbotherma)"Oresaidinaconvincingmanner.

"Iinsist."MrsDamijorushedintotheKitchen,aftersomeminutesshewasbackto

herroomwithfriedeggsandbreadwithtea.

"SoyoucannotcallPaultoassistyouwithyourbags?"MrsDamijosaidasshe



THEUNVEILLING

127

droppedthefoodonthestoolbesideherbed.

"Mummy,eshema,(Thankyouma)Idon'twanttobotherhim."Oregrinned..

"Seeyou,strongwoman.Eatyourfood.Isthereanythingyouwillliketotake

alongsoIcangetthemforyou.?"

"Noma."

"Allright,enjoyyourmealwhileIgototellPaulyouareleavingsoon."

"Allrightma.Thankyousomuchma."

Orelosttheappetitetoeatthatmorningbutshemanagedtotakeafewslicesofthe

bread.

Assoonasshewasdoneeating,shereturnedtheplatestotheKitchen.Paulsawher

asshewasaboutleavingtheKitchen.

"GoodmorningsisterOre.Howwasyournightma?"

"Itwasfine,goodmorningPaul.Itrustyourswasfinetoo?"

"Yes!Itwasrevealing.Soyouareleavingthismorning.I'llalwayscometocheck

onyouma"

Oresmiled"Yes..I'mset."
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"I'mreadytoo,mummytoldmetoprepareontimesoIcandriveyouhome."

"Okay,thankyousomuchbro.Godblessyou!"

Paulcalledout"Mom!Weareset!"

"Oh!Okay..I'mcoming."MrsDamijojoinedthem."Youareready,letuspray"

****

OregottoherhousewithPaul.

Ore'smumwasbusyseeingthenewswhensheheardaknockonthedoor..

"Whoisthere?Iamcoming."shedroppedtheT.V'sremoteandwalkedtothedoor.

Shewasreallyhappytoseeherdaughter.

"KabooOkomi(Welcomemydear)..."ShegrinnedcheerfullyandhuggedOre.

Orewasequallyhappytoseehermum,"Maami,(Mummy)Imissedyou."she

huggedhermothermore,tightly.

Paulstoodbehindenjoyingthebeautifulscenariobeforehim.

OrethenintroducedPaultohermum,"Thisismybrotherin-law,I'msureyou

cannotrememberhim."

"Ohreally!He'sgrownnow"SheturnedtoPaul"Howareyouandeveryoneat



THEUNVEILLING

129

home?"

Paulprostratedtogreether"Wearefinema."

"Howisworktoo?"

"Finema,thankyou."

"Comein"sheledthemin.

PaulleftforhishouseafterstayingforthirtyminuteswithOreandhermum.Ore

andhermumgottalkingandshesharedherpredicamentwithhermum.

Hermumempathizedwithherandbegantoconsoleher"Mydear,itiswell.The

deedhasbeendonealreadyandthereisnogoingback,Iamsureyouknowthereis

nodivorceinGod'sagendaformarriage?"

"Yesma"Orerepliedsobbing.

"So,IwantyoutoseethisasanopportunitytowinyourhusbandbacktoJesus.

Don'tseehimasanenemy,seehimasalostsoulthatneedstheloveofJesus.Iam

nothappybutIknowGodwillintervene.Nowthatyouareback,myselfandyour

dadwillbegintoprayandfast,youdon'thavetofastwithusbecauseofyourstatus

nowbutyoucanjointheprayerprogramme."

Orecutsin"Mummy,Icanfast.IjustneedGod'sinterventionatthismoment.My
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babyissafeinJesus'name."

"Oreoluwa,farabaleokomi,(Calmdownmydear)atthisstage,itisdangerousfor

younottoeatso,youwillnotfast.Youwillpray,okay?"

"Okayma,ifyouinsist.Honestly,Toluisagoodhusbandbutthedevilwantsto

havehim.IwishIhadmarriedMichael.."Shebegantohitherthighs.

"Ore,stopthis.IthoughtyousaidMichaelismarried,don'tyouknowitiswrongto

desireanotherwoman'shusband.Listentoyourself,youjustsaidheisagood

husband.Mydear,wearenotignorantofthedevil'sdevices.Letusbecareful.God

willleadus,IamcertainandconvincedthatToluwillcomebacktoJesus."

"Ihopeso,Ipraysomum."

"AyolomajasilorukoJesu.(ItwillendinjoyinJesus'name)Justputyourmindat

rest."

"Thankyouma,whatofdaddy?"

"HewentforMinisters’conferencedear,hewillbebacknextweekSaturday."

"Wow.That'stoofar.Letmecallhim,IknowhewouldbegladtoknowthatIam

athomenow."

"Yesmydear,letmegotoprepareyourfood."
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"Okayma."

"Don'tforgettocallyourin-lawso,letthemknowyouareathomenow."

"Allrightma."

(Amonthandsomeweekslater)

GracebumpedatToluinagroceryshopwhereshe'dgonetobuysomefoodstuff.

"Goodafternoonsir"shegreeted.

"Savethegreetings!Listentome,steerclear!Idon'twantyouinmyfamilyaffairs.

Idon'twantyoutoprayformywifeagain!Stoptroublingmylife,ifyoufailto

stopIwillkillyoueventually,Ipromise."Tolusaidfranklyandwalkedaway.

Gracewasstartled.ThememoryofthedreamshehadamonthtoOre'swedding

fiveyearsagoflashedback."OhJesus!Thisdreammustnotcometopass,please.

Thisisbecomingreal."Shequicklypaidforthegroceriesandrushedtoherhouse.

"Isensesomethingterribleisabouttohappen,LordIrenouncethisinJesus'name."

Shepacedaroundtheroomandthoughtofwhattodo.

ShebegantoprayferventlyforGod'sprotectionoverOreandherbaby.

Afteratenminuteprayer,shecalledOretoknowhowshe'sfairing.

"Hellodear!"
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"HiGracey!Howareyou?"

"I'mfinedear,howareyouandmybabydoing?Iamsuresheiskicking"

"Hehehe"Orechuckled"WhotoldyouI'mcarryingagirl?"

"Abegleavedawanjarebabe(Ignorethat,babe.)Youusetotellmeyouwantagirl

now?"

"Oh!well,Godknowso."

"Sohow'shome?"

"Wearefinedearie,seenmyhusband?"

"That'stheSpirit!Isawhimtoday."

"Wow!Hmm,wellImissedhim.Sowhatdidhesaywhenhesawyou?"

"Nothingmuchjare,how'smum?"Gracesweptthequestionunderthecarpetso

Orewon'tbebothered.

"She'sfineo,sheisevenherewithme.Holdonforher."Shehandedthephoneto

hermum.
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Chapter14

"Orehasbeenawayforovertwomonthsnow,Ihavejusttwomonthsleftto

executemyplans,ahh!"Toluthoughtashelaidonthesofainthelivingroomhe

pausedandcontinued"But,Ilovemywife.Theladyhasbeenablessingto

me...butImustthrowthatawayandconcentrateonwhatisimportant

now..Or...Ahh!Mymembershavedesertedme."Hesighedheavily"WhatdoIdo

now?Allmyefforttocarryoutmymissioninthespiritrealmisprovingabortive,

thecoveringovermywifeisreallystrong.IneedtogotoNigeria,Iamgoingto

displaymytrueidentitytoeveryoneandcomebackhere.MaybeIshouldabduct

herandbringherback,yes!I'lldojustthat.I'llbookmyflightbacktoNigeria."

HescrolledthroughhisphoneandcalledPaul.

Paul'swaseatingwithhisparentswhenhisphonerang,hewassurprisedtoseehis

brothercalling.

"Mum,dad,brotherToluiscalling.""

"Really?!"Hisparentschorused

"Pickit,let'shearwhathehastosay."MrsDamijosaid.

Paulpickedthecallandkeptquiet.
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"HelloPaul,howareyou?"

"Bigbrother,I'mfineandyou?"

"Iamgood,youaresurprisedIcalled?"

"Yes,howdidyougetmynumbersir?"

"Iknowyoudon'tchangelines,IstillhaveyourMTNNigeriannumberonmy

diary,soItriedmyluckanditworked!"

"Okaysir,Ireallymissedyou."Paulsaidinalowtone.

"Imissedyoumore,howismywife?Ihavemissedher!"

Paulplacedthephoneonspeaker"Sheisdoingfinesir."

"Andthebaby?"

"TheHolyGhostisprotectingit."

Toluwasdisgusted"Okay,anywaysIwillbecominghomenextmonth,I'lltry

bookingmyflightnextweek."

MrsDamijowasamazed!"Haa!"shewhispered.

"Shhh!"MrDamijosignaled.

"Ooh!okay."
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"Yeah,givemyregardstomumanddad,I'llcallyoulatersoIcanspeakwith

them."

"Alrightsir,bye!"

Toluhungup!"Bravado!Toluworrynot!"

Hechantedaroundhishouseforaboutthreehoursbeforeheretiredtobed!

(Oneweeklater)

Toluarrivedathisparent'sapartmentwithoutapriornotice.Hewalkedinand

pressedonthedoorbell,Hisfatherwasbusyreadingabookwhenheheardthe

doorbellring.

"Who'sthere?Pleasecomein!"

Toluwalkedin,"Goodmorningsir.”

MrDamijowasflabbergastedtoseehisson,althoughheknewhewouldcome

homebuthethoughtit'sinamonth'stime.

"ToluwanimiEmmanuelDamijo,welcomehomeson!"

Tolulookedawaytryingnottobeemotional,hefeltthelovingpartofhimyearn

forhisfather'slove"Thanksdad!"
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Hisfathergavehimawarmembracepattinghimontheback.

PaulwalkedintothelivingroomandwasshockedtoseehisfatherembracingTolu

"Wow!LordJesus...Dangerbeckons!"hemuttered.

"Hunhummmm"Paulclearedhisthroat.

Toluandhisfatherreleasedeachother.

"Oh,dearbrother."ToluopenedhisarmstohugPaul.

"Welcomehomebro!"Paulgreeted.

"Where'sgold(Tolumeant,hismother)

"She'snotaround,sheerrmwenttoseesomeone."MrsDamijohadgonetovisit

Ore,Pauldidnotwanttodiscloseittohisbrother.

"Okay!"Tolusatdown

"Letmegetyouaglassofwater..."PaulwentintotheKicthenandreturnedwitha

glassofchilledwater.

"Thanks.!"

"So,howhaveyoubeen?"

"Finesir,actuallyIcamehomeformywife."Tolu'scountenancebegantochange.
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Paulraisedhisbrowsbutkeptsilent.

MrDamijowassilenttooforaminutebeforeheresponded"Tolu,canIaskyoua

question?"

"Sure,goaheadandasksir."

"Thankyou!Iknowamanwhoownedawidefertileland,onthatlandheplanted

allkindsofvegetablesandfruitsbuthehadthisonegiantmassivetree,thetreewas

productive,itservedasashelterforotherplantsonthatfield."MrDamijosighed

andpausedforawhile.

Tolubegantofeeluneasy,heconcentratedmoreonwhathisfatherwassaying,

"ThisisquitesimilartothedreamIhad...Oh,I'llwait."hethought.

MrDamijocontinued"Butitwasunknowntothemanashewastoobusychasing

frivolitiesthatwouldoneday,landhimindoom.So,onafatefulday,thisman

boughtamatchetandhebegantocutoffthebranchesofthattree,hetookallthe

branchesoffandtreadedheavilyonitsfruits.....Hmm!,Tolu,ifyouwereajudge,

whatwillyoudotothatkindofman?"

Tolubegantoshakeuncontrollably,heshiveredashecried,hewasshockedtohear

hisdadnarratetheverydreamhehad.."DadIamnotworthytospellhisdoom!I

deservetodie!"
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PaulrushedupstairsandbegantoprayforthetotalsalvationofTolu'ssoul.

MrDamijospokesoftly"Toluwanimi,ofatruth,humanlyspeakingyoudeserveto

diebutwhywillyoudiewhentheSaviorisherewaitingtoreceiveyouback?Why

willyoulistentotheliesofSatanwhoisstandingbeforeyounowtokillyouonce

youdeclinethecalloftheSavior..?"

"Dad,Iwishbutit'stoolate!Thereisnogoingback!Ihavegonetoofar!"Hecried

bitterly.

"Son,it'snottoolateuntilyoudie!JesusisstandingbeforeyounowlikewiseSatan,

whowillyoufollow?Someonewhosepurposeistostealyourblessings,happiness,

goodwife,childrenofdestinyandatlastdestroyyouortheonewhogavehislife

foryoutogiveyouhappiness,peaceofmind,deliverance,newhopeandaglorious

eternity?Ileaveyoutomakeyourchoicenow"MrDamijolefthimandbeganto

prayquietlyforthesalvationofhisson.

Tolucriedterriblyforhours,hebowedhisheadallthroughpleadingandcryingfor

God'smercy.MrDamijocalledPaultojoinhiminprayersforTolu.

Paulfeltsorryyethappyforhisbrother"ThankyouLordJesus."hetappedhis

brotherontheback"BrotherTolu,canweleadyoubacktoGod?"

Tolunodded,Paulandhisdadcametogetherandprayedforhim.Toluconfessed
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theLordJesusagainashisLordandMaster.

TheHolySpiritconfirmedhissalvationtohisfatherandbrotherandthetwobegan

topraiseGod.

MrsDamijocouldn'tbelievehereyeswhenshecamein."ThankyouLordJesus!"

wasallshecouldutter.

Anhourandsomeminuteslater,Tolucalledhisparentsandbrothertoapologizeto

them.

"Iamsorrymumanddad,PaulIamdeeplysorrytoo.Thankyouforalwaysbeing

there.Iamgratefultoyou.Pleaseforgiveme."

Hisfathersmiled"Toluwanimi,Godhasforgivenyou,wehaveforgivenyouas

well.!Welcomebackintothekingdomoflightandgrace!"

"Thankyoudaddy,Iamgrateful!!!PleaseIneedyoualltohelpmebegmywife,I

amsorryforallthatIhavedonetoher."

"It'sallright,yourwifehasforgivenyoulongbeforenow."MrsDamijosaidto

consolehim.

"PleasehowcanIseeher?Ineedtoseehermum."

"You'llseeher,son.That'sbytheway.Weneedtoseeourpastor.Sowecanknow



THEUNVEILLING

140

howtogoaboutthedeliverance."

"Allrightdad.Thankssomuch."

"OhthankyouLordJesus,ImusttellPastoraboutthis.
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Chapter15

"Letmecalltosharethegoodnewswithhim."MrDamijopickedhisphonetocall

PastorPius.

"Hellosir!"

"Hellodaddy,goodeveningsir."PastorPiusrespondedfromtheotherend.

"Yessir,howisthefamily?"

"Wearefinesir.Howaboutyours"

"Godhasbeenfaithfulpastor.IcalledtotellyouthatToluhassurrenderedhislife

toChristandtheHolySpiritconfirmeditinourhearts."

"Hallelujah!thankyouLordJesus!"PastorPiuswasindeedhappy.

"Hallelujaho!SoIwanttocomewithhim,whenwillyoubechancedsir?"

"LetusmeetatchurchonSundaysir."

"Sunday,noproblemsir."

"Yessir."

"Alright,thankyoupastor.Givemyregardstothefamily."

"Iwillsir."
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"Byefornowsir."

"Byesir!"

MrDamijoendedthecallandturnedtoTolu"SobefineTolu,youbelongto

Jesus!"

"Dad,Iwanttoseemywife."

"It'slatealready,we'llallgotoseehertomorrow."

MrsDamijodrewhimtoherself"Bepatient,we'llgotoseehertomorrow."

Paulgrinned..."Okoiyawo(Bridegroom)orshouldIcallhernow?"

Toluwashappy"Pleasedo!Imissher."

MrandMrsDamijosmiled"Loveisabeautifulthing."Theychorused.

PauldialedOre'snumber.

Orewasinthebathroomwhensheheardherphonering.

"IsitthatGraceisintownalready?"Shethought.

Shequicklyrushedtoherroomtoanswerthecall.

"Oh,it'sPaul."Shepickedthecall"HelloPaul!"Oresaidcheerfully

"Helloma!Yousoundhappy,what'sitabout?"
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"Idon'tknowo,I'vebeenlikethatsincemorning."

"Wow!Seeconnectiono."

"Howo?"Orechuckled.

"Wearejubilatinghereaswell!Asamatteroffact,heavenisrejoicingrightnow!"

"Wow!talktome."

"Asoulwaswontothekingdomtodayandguesswho?"

"Hallelujah!ThankGod.Who?

"Isaidguessnow,alltheseiyaibejisha(Iyaibejiisacommonslangforpregnant

womeninYorubaland)."

Oregiggled"Whathappenedtouso,tellmesomethingjor!"

"Yourhusbandgotsavedtoday."

Orefeltdizzy,shepinchedherselftobesureit'snotadream."Sorrycomeagain,

youmeanToluwanimi?Myhusband?"

"Yeahyeah!Speakwithhim“PaulgavethephonetoTolu.

"Hellohoney!"Tolusaidjittering.

Orecouldn'tbelieveherears."Wait!YouareinNigerianow?"
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"Ofcoursedarling,pleaseforgiveme."

"Ifyouthinkyoucanfoolme,thenyouaremakingabigmistake.Iamnotgoingto

fallforyourpranks.Youcanfooleveryotherpersonbutme,noway!"

"Honey,wait!holdon..Iamnotfoolingyou,youcanconfirmfrom..."

"Shutup!Toluavoidmehenceforth.IamreadytofightyouwithallI'vegot.!"She

hissedandhungthecall.

"Hello...Hellohoney!...Hello?Toluraisedhisshoulders.“Shehungthecallon

me.."

"Bro,don'tbediscouraged.It'sokay,dad,mumandIwillgowithyoutomorrow."

"But!Ahhhh!Toluwaspained.

"It'sokayTolu,youhavetoeatnow.Godwillleadus!"Hismumencouraged.

****

Orewasbusymutteringsomewordswhenhermumcameintoherroom.“Howare

youdear?"

"Finema,youwon'tbelievewhocalledmenow."

"Who?"Hermothersatbesideher.
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"Tolu"

"What?!,iseverythingokay?"

"Yes!HejustcameintoNigeriaandhe'stellingmesomelies."

"Lies?Whatlies?"ShewantedtohearwhatTolutoldherdaughter.

"Mum...HesaidheisaChristiannow."

"Nisuruo(Bepatient).Tolutoldyouthat??"

"YouaresurprisedMa?Hedid!"

"Wait,it'sintwoways;itiseitherhewantstooutsmartyouorit'sgenuine."

"Thatishisproblem..!"Orewasreallytensed.

"Oreoluwa,heisyourhusband?Ibelieveit'strue!"MrsDavissaidpersuasively.

"Mum,Ineedtoshowerandsleep."Oreseemednottobeinterestedinwhather

mumsaid.

"Hmm!Okay.Callmewhenyouarethroughsowecanpray,andpleasedon't

forgettouseyourdrugso."

"Dadcalledme,hesaidIshouldtellyouhewon'tbeeatingsomethingheavy

tonight.Somakehimsomethinglight"
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"Oh!Okay.Thankyoudear."HermumleftfortheKicthentocontinuewiththe

dishshewaswashing.

Tolucouldn'tsleepthatnight,allhedidwasdeepworship.Paulwassurprisedto

seetheswiftmanifestationinthelifeofhisbrother.Aftertheyhadfinishedpraying

andworshipping,Toluremainedawake,hedidnotsleep.

"BroToluyouarenotsleeping?"

"Yes,notyet!"

"Bro,fearnot!Iknowyouareafraidthosepeoplemightcomeforyou..."

Tolugrinnedslightly"Paul,whomshallIfearwhenIhaveGod?Iknowtheywill

comebutJesusiswithme.Theonlythingwefearedthenwasviolencewhenever

wewanttothreatenthosewholeaveus.It'snotaboutthemPaul,Iamthinking

aboutmywife."

"Oh!Icanassureyouthatreconciliationiscertainwhenwegettoherhouseinthe

morning,IamtrustingGodforthat."

Tolulookedgloomy"Paul,amenbutyoudon'twanttoknowhowIabusedthis

woman.Icausedheralot,Iknowshewillforgivemebecauseshehasasoftheart

butitcannotbefast.Ididhermuchevil!"

Paulfeltgreatempathytowardhisbrother"IunderstandsirbutletustrustGodto
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dosomething.Pleasesleepnow."

"Thanksbro,Godblessyou.Goodnight!"

"Goodnightsir,dohavearevealingnightrest."Paulswitchedoffthelight.

****

TheDamijosrecievedawarmwelcomefromOre'sparentwhentheyarrivedather

house.

"Welcomesir!"MrDavis(Ore'sdad)greetedasheshookhandswithTolu'sfather.

"Thankyousir,wearereallygratefulforthiswarmwelcome."MrDamijoreplied.

"Don'tmentionsir,weareone!PleaseholdonaminutewhileIcallOre."Mrs

Davissaidwithamildsmile.

"Allrightma.Thankyousomuch!"

MrsDavislefttheleavingroomtocallOre,"Mydear,yourhusbandandhis

parentsarehereforyou."

Orewasstunned!"Ma?withhisfamily?"

"Yesmydear,wearsomethingandcomewithme."

OrechangedintoashortAnkaraA-shapedgown."I'mreadyma?"
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Shefollowedhermum.

Toluwasstartledwhenhesawherlookingheavilypregnant."ButIsawherjust

twomonthsago"hemuttered.

OrewassurprisedtoseeToluaswell.

Paulwasequallyhappytoseehisbrother'swifelookingstrong.

Oregreetedthemasshetookherseat.

MrsDamijosignaledtoherhusbandtostarttalking.

"Sirandma,wehavecometopleadonTolu'sbehalfforallthathappened.Weare

deeplysorryforallthepainhebroughtuponher.Heissorryandnotjustthat,he

hasgivenhislifetoChrist.Tolu,weleaveyoutospeakforyourself."

ToluprostratedbeforeOre"Idon'tknowwhattosaybutIamdeeplysorryfor

everything.Pleasefindaplaceinyourhearttoforgiveme,givemeanotherchance

tomakeituptoyou!Iapologizeforeverything."Hefacedherparents"Dadand

mumpleaseforgiveme.PleasehelpmetobegOre,I'llmakeituptoher.Iamnow

achangedperson."

Ore'sdadstoodupandwhisperedtohisdaughter"Pleaseforgivehim,Iknowit's

difficultbutforgivehimascommandedbytheLordJesus."
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Orewasconvincedtoacceptherhusbandback"Pleasegetupdear,Ihaveforgiven

you."Shebegantocry

Inlessthantwohours,theissuewasresolved.ToluandOrereconciledthatdayand

begantolivetogetherafterToluhadgonefordeliverancetheweekafterhe

reconciledwithOre.
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Chapter16

(Onemonthlater)

OreandTolulivedhappilysincetheyreconciled.

"Honey,Iwanttotalktoyou."TolusaidtoOreaftertheyhadtheirnightprayers.

"Okay,goon."

"IsenseitstronglythattheHolySpiritwantyoutostartyourabandonedproject

again,haveyougottenanything..?"

"Sweetie,wait...DoyouknowIamreallysurprised?Youaregrowingfastinfaith

andIamthankfultoGodforit."

Tolublushed"Darling,Godcandoallthings.Iamgratefultoo.Youhavenot

answeredmyquestion."

"Yes,IknowbutIwanttoputtobedfirst.Atthisstage,Iamnottoostrongtogo

hereandthere?!"

"Hmm!That'strue..WhynotstartVlogging?I'llassistyou.Iwantpeopletobe

blessedbyyourministrationsagain."

"Iunderstanddearbutletmeputtobedfirst.Okay?"
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"Allrightbaby!Wehaveaninvitetoacouplesbanquet,it'sorganisedbyPaul's

friend.It'sanightoftongues,deepworshipandprayers."

"Wow!that'sreallylovely!It'sbeenlongIattendedsuch,Isurewouldlovetobe

there"

"Yeahyeah!Dresscodeiswhite!"

"Awnnnn,myfavoritecolour."Oreblushed

"Awnnn,blusher..."Toluplantedakissonherforehead.

"Isityourblush...Ican'twaittoattendthatprogramme.Whenisitcomingup?

"Nextmonth!Onthe17th"

Ore'sfacedropped"That'squiteclosetomyduedate.Iwasgivenonthe19th."

Tolugiggled..."Seeyouomadam!DoctorsarenotGodo,youknowwhat?You

andIwillattendthatprogrammebytheunfailinggraceofGod."

"Ihopeso..."Oregrinnedexposingherbeautifulsetofteeth.

"Sweetheart,IpromisethatI'llmakeituptoyou.Togetherwewillchangethe

worldforJesus.WewillreturntoU.Kwhenourbabyisayearoldandturnit

aroundforJesus!WewillfulfillGod'spurposetogether,soulswillberescuedfrom

hellandGodshallreign.IpromiseyouandtheHolySpiritwillmakeita
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possibility.

"Amen..!"

Grace'scallcamein"Heydarling,Graceiscalling!"

"Thanksdear."Orecollectedthephonetospeakwithherfriend.

"HeyGracey!"

"Madam,what'supo?"

"I'mfinedear,havingagoodtimewithhubby."

"Awnawn,seeenjoymento.I'mhappyforyoudarling.IhopeI'mnotdisturbing

o?"

"Nooo"

"Okay,IamsorryIhavenotcometocheckonyousinceIgotin.Workandfamily

won'tallowme."

"Iunderstanddear,howisyourhubby?"

"Heisfine,thankyou!Itrustmybabyiskickingtoo?"

"Yeadear,thankyou."

"OkayOre,Ijustcalledtoknowhowyouaredoing.Byefornow.."
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"Byedear."

"WhoknewIandGracecanbecomefriendseventually?"Tolusaidsmiling.

"Funnyyou!Godisunpredictableyouknow.Sweetheart,sleepbeckons."

"Youneeditdear,I'msorryforkeepingyouawake.Sweetdreams!"

"Yeah...Sweetdreamsfromhere!"

****

Toluhadbeenawayforathreedayprayerprogramme,hecalledOrehewouldbe

cominghomesoshecouldpreparehismeal.

"Okaydear,Iamnotstrongenoughtogotothemarket.Gracewouldbecoming

today,I'llcallhertohelpmewiththesoupingredients."

"Sorrybaby,I'llbeathomeintheevening.Trustme,Ihavemissedyou."

"Imissyoumorehubby!"

"Byefornowhoney,thenextsessionstartssoon.Seeyousoon!"

"Allrightdarling,bye..!"

ShequicklycalledGracetostopbyatthemarkettobuyherthesoupingredients.

GracegottoOre'shouseontime..
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"Madam,shouldIhelpyou?"GracesaidasshewalkedintotheKitchentodropthe

items.

"Noo....Iwanttoprepareitmyself.Tenkiu(Thankyou)"Orejoinedherinthe

Kitchen..

"Oldwoman,Ihearo."

"Seeyou,verysoonI'llbefreeanditwillbeyourturn."

Gracelaughed"Yourmouthehn,anywayshurryupandcookfast,Iamhungry."

"Ihavericeo,checkthatpot.YoucanmanagethatfornowwhileIcook."

"Iatericethismorning,I'llwait."

Orebegantofeelpains,shetouchedGrace"Ithinkmybabyiscoming."

"Really?"Gracewasstartled

"I'vebeenfeelingfunnybeforenow.Arrrrgh!"

"Oh,letmeaidyoueasy."GracewrappedherhandsaroundOretosupporther.

"Callmyhusband,nocallPaul."Oreyelled.

"I'lldothatbutletmedriveyoutothehospitalfirst.."Gracepickedherbagandcar

keys..
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"Easydear."

(45minuteslater)

MrsDavis,MrsDamijoandPaulwerealreadyinthehospitalwithOre,Gracehad

gonetogetOre'sstufffromthehome.

Tolurushedin,heranuptohismumandbrother"Whereismywife..?"

"Calmdownbro,thedoctoriswithher."

"Noo,I'lljoinherinthelabourroom."heranuptooneofthenurses,"Please

whereisthedoctor?"thenurseignoredhim.

"Ohmum!"

"Becalm,therewillbenoproblem.She'llbringforthliketheHebrewwomen."His

mumassuredhim.

MrsDaviswasbusyprayingferventlyforsafedelivery.

Anhourlater,thedoctorwalkedoutlookingsad,Tolu,Paulandtheirmothersran

uptothedoctor"Whatisgoingonsir,howisshe?"

ThedoctorturnedtoTolu"Sir,Ineedyoutoseemeinmyoffice."

"Okaysir"Tolufollowedhim.
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(Inthedoctor'soffice.)

"MrTolu,yourwifeishavingadifficultyinbringingforththechild,Ithinkshe'll

havetogothroughacesareansection."Thedoctorsaidwithasorrylook.

"Cesareansection?Yousaidit,notGod.She'llbringforthwithease.Pleasedoctor,

wedon'twantthat."Tolusaidlookingdisturbed.

"MrTolu,Ihavetoldyoutheeasiestmeansbutwewillkeeptrying."

"Thankyousir."

****

It'sthethirdday,Orestillcouldnotbringforththechild,shehadaprolonged

labour.Herhusbandandmumwerewithherinthelabourroomuntilshewas

deliveredofthechild.

"It'saboy!"Thedoctorannouncedashegavethebabytothenursestotakecareof

him..."No"Oresaidweakly"Iwanttoprayforhimfirst."Shetoldherhusbandto

collectthebabyandthetwobegantoprayonthechilduntiltheyweresatisfied.

Toluthenreleasedthechildtothenursestotakecareofhim.

"Congratsdaughter"MrsDavissaidsmiling.

"He'scute,shewhispered.
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ThenurseslaterbroughtthebabybacktoOre,shekissedhimandgavehimtoTolu

"Helooksverymuchlikeyou"

"Yesbaby..!"Tolukissedhisbaby"Mummy,hereisyourgrandchild..

MrsDaviswasfilledwithjoy,sheblessedthebundleofjoyandkissedhim..

"HeshallbecalledEnioluwaferan(God'sbeloved)Godkepthim."Oresaidasshe

beheldthebabyinhermother'sarms..

"Whatabeautifulname!"Ore'smumandToluchorused.

Toluclearedhisthroat"I'lladd'Inioluwa'(God'sheritage)tothelist."Hechuckled.

"Awnnawnn,that'ssocute!"

Theygiggledandrejoiced.Aftersomeminutes,oneofthenursescamein.

"Congratulationstoyou,ma'am,areyoustrongenoughtotakeyourbathnow?"she

askedOre..

"Thankyousis!NotreallybutIwilldothatnow."

Orearosefromthebedbutfeltheavytostandup,Bloodstarteddrippingonthe

floor,sheaskedthenurse"Isthisokay?""Yesma,it'sbecauseyouhavenot

cleanedup"thenurserepliedsmiling.
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"OhokaybutIcannotreallystandup.Ifeelveryweakanddizzy,letmerelaxfora

twominute."

"Okayma,I'dcomeback."

"Thankyoumiss!"Tolusaidtothenurse.

Afterawhile,Ore'sbodybegantoshake,shehadbeenbleedingheavilyunknown

toToluandhermum.

FeargrippedToluwhenhesawit"Whereisthatcomingfrom?Darling,Doctor!!!!,

sweetheart.Howareyoufeeling?.Doctor!!!!!"Hescreamed.

Oneofthenursesrushedin."Doctorwouldbeheresoon!."

"Toluwani,Iseeangelshererightnow"Ore'svoicesoundedshaky...

"Whatdoyoumean?"Hermumcamecloser.

Orebegantobreathheavily,"Mum,IseeonhishandsthemantleofanEvangelist,

Tolumakesurehefulfillsthemandate...Heavenisreadytorecieveme.Isee

angelsrejoicing,waitingtoleadmehome."

"No!Sweetheart,Iamreadytomakeituptoyou!RememberthepromisesImade

toyou,honeyyouwillstartyourtalk-shows,startyourseminars,wintheUnited

KingdomforJesus!Babylookatme,lookatme"Toluscreamed.
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MrsDavisquicklygavethebabytothenursebesideher.

ThedoctorrushedinwithGrace,PaulandMrsDamijo.

"OhJesus!"GracescreamedwhenshesawtheamountofbloodflowingfromOre's

bed."Ore,pleasebestrongforus,rememberyoutoldme,youwillalwaysbethere

forme,rememberthegoodtimeswespenttogether,pleaselet'shavemoreof

it..Wait!!!"

"Doctordosomething!"PaulyelledandrushedtoOre!"SisterOre,pleasedon't!

Rememberwefoughttogether,pleasedon'tgo!LordJesuspleaseeeeweneedher!!!

"Stayaway!Allowmeattendher."TheDoctorspokesoftlytoPaul.

Toluheldhershoulders"Darlingpleasedon'tleavemealone,pleasenotatthistime!

Please!"

"FatherLord,mercy!!!"MrsDamijoyelled..

"I...I...loveyou,takecareofEnioluwaferan,Godlovesourbaby,hemustfulfillhis

mandate,pleasehemustnotfaillikeme.I'mgladImadeithom..ee"Orebeganto

gaspandeventuallygaveuptheghost!

Tolupaused,heknewOrehadstoppedbreathing"Honeywait!!!!!"Heshookher

bodyandfellonthefloorcrying.
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Graceheldthedoctor'stieandbegantoscream!

"I'msorry!"Thedoctorshookhishead.

Theycried,wailedandprayedtorestoreherbutwasit'stoolate.Shehadgoneto

bewiththeLord.

THEEND
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